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AN INCREASED INTAKE OF FULL-TIME STUDENTS ISHARD AT WORK AMID THE MAJOR CONSTRUCTION
work on the new main campus at Moore College.

The start of the academic year saw a 20 per cent increase in the number of first-year
students. In total there are 90 men and women studying full-time and, with almost as
many part-time students, the total student body is now more than 370. Their studies
began at the same time as work intensified on demolishing the old administration centre at
1 King Street in Newtown.

“This year has already seen remarkable answers to prayer,” says Moore's principal, the Rev Dr Mark
Thompson. “Not only is the building work proceeding apace, but we have a very significant increase in our
first-year enrolments. Around the college morale is high and there is a wonderful excitement surrounding
the annual missions.”

The college's governing board gave formal approval for the building project in November and awarded
the design and construction contract to Kane Constructions. Major parts of buildings have now been
demolished and materials removed, in some cases brick by brick.

Also removed was the sky bridge between the old main building and the Upper T.C. Hammond Room
in the adjacent dining room building.

Hoardings have since been erected around the full perimeter of the new building site, which provides
a barrier and a roof above the footpath and allows safe access for students and other pedestrians. Full
demolition of terraces 5-7A and 1 King Street will commence before excavation of the site, while the
front side of the terraces at 9-11 King Street will remain (see photo).

Dr Thompson says the present fundraising target is $5 million, as 75 per cent of the $20 million overall
cost has already been raised — a real answer to prayer.

"We have much to thank God for as the year begins,” he says. "We are also very grateful to those who
have worked so hard, and given so much over many years, to bring this dream to reality. | am confident
that very soon we will have the facilities we need to continue the extraordinarily significant work God
has given us to do."

A life beyond “No”

Southern cross
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Wesley Hill addresses the audience at the Liberty Conference.

A CONFERENCE HOSTED BY LIBERTY CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES, WITH AMERICAN SEMINARY PROFESSOR
and self-identified gay Christian Dr Wesley Hill as the guest speaker, has called for homosexual Christians
to seek God's spiritual path for them and also for churches to love them more fully.

Dr Hill, who is the author of Washed and Waiting: Reflections on Christian Faithfulness and Homosexuality,
spoke on two separate days last month at the Village Church in Annandale about living as a homosexual
man in the church, Christian celibacy and how the church can become better at loving and serving same-
sex-attracted Christians.

“I want to say to gay and lesbian people, 'Please don't leave the church. Please stay'" Dr Hill said. "But |
also want to turn right around and say that this is not that individual's problem. It's our problem, as the
church. We have to recognise that gay and lesbian people are actually our people, and it's our responsibility
to become the kind of community that will make them safe, and make them not lonely.

“Part of why | haven't spent that much time alone is because of friends who have made efforts to say,
‘You belong to us' and that makes a huge difference.”

Dr Hill referred to a letter written by C.S. Lewis to his friend Sheldon Vanauken in which he shared his
thoughts on homosexuality. Dr Hill said that while homosexuality is part of fallen human nature, it also
represents an opportunity for God to be served in unique ways.

“It's not an abnormal state in a fallen world," he said. “It's very normal, and very expected in a fallen
world, to be gay or lesbian. But in terms of the big picture of creation and redemption, to pursue a sexual
coupling with a member of the same sex is to go against the original created design of male and female
given in Genesis and reaffirmed by Jesus in Matthew 19,

“Lewis's point in this letter is that same-sex-attracted people are called to discern how... their fallen
condition, their ‘thorn in the flesh’ if you will, conceals their calling and vocation in the church. What is
the particular sympathy or role they have been given by their unique circumstances and the Spirit working
in their life, that only they can play in the church?”

A key part of Dr Hill's academic contribution to the subject has been the idea of “spiritual friendship".
It's an idea he says is rooted in the theologies of several historic churchmen that goes beyond the kind
of friendship in our societies today into a deeper relationship that is platonic, intimate and self-sacrificial.

“One of my friends in the U.S. is Eve Tushnet, who is a lesbian and a celibate woman because she is
Roman Catholic and she wants to follow Christ with her sexuality,” Dr Hill said. “She speaks on these
topics like | do and she has a phrase she repeats: 'You can't have a vocation of No'.

“If you try to build your life of sanctification around gritting your teeth and your willpower, and just say
‘No' to gay sex, that's not any way to live as a Christian.

“Your calling is to look to God for what he has for you to do. He has not called us to simply say ‘No,' he
has called us to say 'Yes' to something.”
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Governor Hurley, Allan Dowthwaite and Bible Society CEO Greg Clarke hold a Bible containing a bullet, which saved the life of
Lance-Corporal Elvas Jenkins at Gallipoli. This Bible will join the exhibition late, after being taken to Gallipoli for Anzac Day.

Juby ADAMSON

AN EXHIBITION OF BIBLES AND INTERACTIVE TALES OF AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIANS IN WAR IS ABOUT
to begin a national tour in time for Anzac Day.

Called Their Sacrifice, the exhibition opens on April 20 at Westfield shopping centre in Sydney's CBD
before moving on to Westfield in Miranda and Warringah, then travelling interstate.

While the particular focus is the 100" anniversary of Gallipoli, there will be bibles and stories in the
exhibition from conflicts as early as the Boer War and as recent as Afghanistan.

The Governor of NSW, General the Honourable David Hurley, launched Their Sacrifice at Government
House, holding up the New Testament he carried when commanding Australian troops in Somalia in 1993.

“From my time in the services there are many, many men and women who reached for the Bible in times
of trial," he said. "It is not the cliché of 'no atheists in the trenches'; rather, it is a search for meaning".

The complete exhibition will not be shown in every location because of space restrictions, but the full
display contains 10 bibles — along with the stories of the men who carried them - plus an interactive
video and a short film about the value of the Bible in wartime.

Allan Dowthwaite, the national campaigns manager for The Bible Society of Australia which put together
the exhibition, says it shows the importance of the Bible in the life of Australia's Defence forces for more
than a century.

“The Bible has a place in our society regardless of what you think of it," he says. “A non-Christian might
say the Bible is irrelevant, but people who have defended our nation and the freedoms we have, have
looked to the Bible for encouragement, strength and solace in tough times."

A book, also titled Their Sacrifice, has been prepared along with the exhibition. It contains the stories
of each person whose Bible is on display, plus a range
of essays, poems, hymns and prayers, all linked to war
or remembrance.

Among the stories shared is that of the Rev David
Broughton Knox, well before his Moore College years.
In 1944 he was a chaplain in the Royal Navy Volunteer
Reserve serving on a ship anchored off Normandy as
D-Day approached.

His diaries speak of how a service was interrupted by
heavy shelling. Those at the service were soon joined
by many others, singing to God and receiving comfort

from Psalm 23 and the gospel story of Jesus calming  This 100-year-old communion cup, held in
the storm. the archives of the Garrison Church at Millers

" h £ If how th ; fGod i Point, commemorates the death at Gallipoli
ave SEEN TOT MYSe NOW TN Promise Of M0¢ 1S ¢ private Claude Hilfred Hansen. A Dawes

the ?nly source of strength and F?mfor'F in times like boy who signed up in September 1914,

eager to hear. The fear of what comes after death is | Infantry Battalion and was killed in action
also strong with many. Many have said so. May | never | on April 25, 1915 ~ the first Anzac Day. He is
forget the lessons learnt.” remembered with a headstone at the Lone

) , , ) Pine Memorial on the Gallipoli Peninsula.
For more information see www.theirsacrifice.com

Navigating parenthood
e o B

THE SUCCESSFUL PARENT ENCOURAGEMENT PROGRAM, OR PEP, RUN BY THE MOTHERS UNION
in Sydney for more than a decade, has now been updated for a new generation of parents.

Renamed Families Equip, the course aims to offer “parenting tools for all seasons” — recognising that
parents are in real need of information, strategies and encouragement as they help their children navigate
the tricky path to adulthood.

One of the teachers or facilitators of the five-session course, Ann Cunningham, says the format and
general contents are basically the same. However, the revised version has been tweaked to bring it up
to date with the latest parenting expertise, also adding YouTube clips, blog links and details about things
such as helicopter parents.

“It's a great course because it doesn't make you come away thinking, ‘Gosh I've totally failed at that, I'm
a terrible parent’,” Mrs Cunningham says. “It's a lot more empowering as we consider what we should
be aiming for, and giving people things to think about."

The sessions build on each other, starting with the participants' parenting styles (as well as how they
were parented themselves), moving on to a child's developmental stages and how to build their resilience,
then listening and encouragement — with the addition of the five “love languages" - followed by discipline,
and a celebration showing the value of making and strengthening family traditions and connections.

Mrs Cunningham says she has taught the course to “single mums, divorced mums, people with a serious
illness in the family, blended families, pregnant women and parents of children at all parts of the age
range". She adds that input from each participant is important as the group considers practical ways to
improve relationships with their children as well as parenting skills.

While the course is obviously prepared and run by Christians, Mrs Cunningham says non-Christians can
easily take part because the content is “in line with traditional parenting understanding”.

“Each session has a Bible verse that underpins it, but that's a five-minute segment of each session,” she
says. “This is not a Bible study. Everyone's own beliefs and ideas come out in each session, and Christianity
will come out as much as anybody's ideas would come out because it's a facilitated discussion. Faith is
there, but in a nice, gentle way."

Upcoming courses will be held in May St Stephen'’s, Normanhurst and St Jude's, Bowral, and in July at
Pennant Hills, with more to be arranged in coming weeks. For more information contact the MU Sydney
office on 8030 8970.

Anglican Aid on Bible tour

NICK GILBERT

ANGLICAN AID HAS EMBARKED ON A TOUR OF THE DIOCESE IN ORDER TO RAISE AWARENESS OF,
and funds for, the training of Christian workers around the world without access to theological resources.
The Flawless tour, which began on April 1, will take in every parish in the Diocese with Anglican Aid
inviting locals in each place to get involved by joining them to read sections of the Bible — celebrating
the access to God's word as well as other theological material and training we have in Australia.

“The idea of the tour is first of all to give thanks for what we've been blessed with in Sydney: access
to the Bible and a tradition of faithful biblical preaching and teaching,” says Anglican Aid CEO the Rev
David Mansfield.

"We also want to draw attention to the fact that what is so easy to access here is, in many parts of
the world, quite difficult to get hold of. We want people to support the spread of the Bible, and good
teaching from the Bible, to those places."

The tour continues until the end of the month, with the Bible being read in about a dozen different
parishes each day from 7am until 7pm. The entire Bible will be read by the conclusion of the tour, finishing
with Psalms 105 to 108 at St Andrew's Cathedral on April 30.

\ e ) Flawless was launched by former South African
test cricket captain Shaun Pollock (left), who
attested to the support reading the Scriptures
had given him personally during his globe-
trotting career.

"Pollock spoke of the way the Bible has guided
and sustained him during some years where he
spent only 51 days in his own home," Mr Mansfield
says. 'With the pressures and temptations that
face elite sportspeople, a daily reflection in the
Bible and prayer to God helped Pollock remain
true to his wife and daughters and has continued
to provide a clear witness to the faithfulness of
God.”

Anglican Aid has provided funding to evangelical
colleges and other initiatives across the continent
through its Overseas Ministry Fund, often in

partnership with local dioceses and other organisations.

In the meantime, though, Anglican Aid will have its work cut out just reading the Bible.

"WEe'll be looking forward to the first of May when we can put our feet up and continue reading from
Psalm 109 in our loungerooms!" Mr Mansfield says.


http://www.theirsacrifice.com
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Fellowship: members of the Mandarin congregation prepare lunch together.

NiCK GILBERT

A MANDARIN CONGREGATION FROM CHRIST CHURCH INNER WEST IS LOOKING TO REACH AND
minister to  Chinese people in parts of Sydney's inner suburbs.

The congregation, which was begun last year, operates out of CCIW's Ashfield premises and is
evangelistically focused, with only a couple of members of the core group being previous members of
the church.

"The plain fact is a significant percentage of people living in this area have, as their heart language, a
Chinese language,” says the rector of CCIW, the Rev Andrew Katay. “They might be able to function in
English but they often find it difficult to confess sins and praise God in anything other than their heart
language. So to fulfill what we see as God's purpose for us as a church, to make disciples of all nations,
there's really no option. It would be negligent if we weren't looking to do things like this, to reach Chinese
people in Ashfield in their own language.”

While designed to cater particularly to Mandarin-speaking Chinese people, many of whom are first-
generation migrants, the congregation is heavily integrated with other congregations at CCIW.

The Internationals Minister at CCIW and the leader of the Mandarin congregation, Leo Chen, says the
church operates one kids' program across all congregations, and many other events and service elements
operate in tandem as well.

"We do Communion together [with the English-speaking morning congregation], we do morning teas
together and once a term our congregation hosts that in the hall," Mr Chen says. "And we also do things
together for big events, such as Christmas, hosting election booths... we very much look to work together
on a range of things."

Mr Chen says the congregation has struggled to grow recently, with a core of about 10 adult regulars and
a larger number of attendees who come intermittently, often through friendships or personal connections.
He says they are looking to find ways to retain visitors, particularly through fellowship groups.

“It has been hard being an evangelistic church plant, because you start from making disciples, rather
than finding 30 or so disciples when you begin,” Mr Chen says. "But we've made connections with the
local primary school which has many Mandarin-speaking families. About six families come from there —
some more regularly than others.

"We haven't had exponential growth in numbers, but it's never been a situation where there's nothing
going on. We had someone baptised a couple of weeks ago in our congregation and it was good to hear
her testimony.

"There is growth happening in different ways. Now we're just looking to work on helping people who
visit us to stay connected and be able to tell similar stories in the future.”

New CMS youth resource

Mission here and there: taking a look at the new You Are Here pack.

NICK GILBERT

THE CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY (CMS) HAS LAUNCHED A NEW, FREE RESOURCE DESIGNED
to share news of overseas mission work with young people and encourage them to support missionaries
around the world.

The resource, called You Are Here, is a physical pack including missionary biographies, general information
about mission work, media and themed activities.

The Rev Mick Hyam, Youth and Children's Co-ordinator for CMS NSW & ACT, says the pack focuses on
developing awareness in Christian youth of work done by missionaries among people of different cultures.

"The unique thing about this pack is it's geared towards educating kids about mission, but particularly
cross-cultural mission,” he says.

“A lot of people still think about mission mostly in terms of mission at school, mission in the workplace
and that sort of thing. But we're particularly interested in getting people to think about... going beyond
the places you typically spend your time. We want young people to be thinking about mission overseas,
and also thinking about cross-cultural mission in Australia, particularly to Aboriginal people.

"Our young people are here, but we want them to also think about how they might be able to go over
there."

Activities in the materials include a complete running sheet for a missionary youth group night, as
well as video material, memory verse games, a Bible study from Revelation and an A3 map of the world
including the locations of CMS missionaries. The pack is designed to be used either as a whole or piecemeal,
depending on the needs and activities of youth groups.

“There's a section on how to connect with missionaries, how to pray, and specific ways to do that
individually or in groups — thinking about how to do Skype chats, or ways you can invite missionaries
who are home on deputation to your youth group,” Mr Hyam says. “We also talk through money stuff,
helping teenagers think about how they could potentially support financially in various ways as well."

The resource is designed for individual kids and teens to receive a pack each, but also be able to share
in the activities together at youth group or in other ways.

The You Are Here pack was launched on April 2. For information contact CMS on 9267 3711.
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Archdeacon Richard Condie welcomes delegates to the Anglican Future Conference.

AN AUSTRALIAN BRANCH OF THE FELLOWSHIP OF CONFESSING ANGLICANS HAS BEEN LAUNCHED
in Melbourne, watched by delegates from across Australasia at the Anglican Future Conference.

The conference brought together 460 leaders, including 40 from New Zealand, to consider ways to
strengthen what the organisers describe as “positive contemporary orthodoxy" in the Anglican Church.

The chairman of the conference and the new FCA branch, the Archdeacon of Melbourne Richard
Condie, welcomed conference guests — including the Primate of Australia Archbishop Philip Freier and
the chairman of the Global Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) primates' council Archbishop Eliud
Wabukala of Kenya.

Archbishop Wabukala spoke at the launch of the Australian FCA branch, mid-way through the conference.

“Faithful, persevering and gospel-centred Anglicanism has been foundational to the identity of Australia
and | believe that the initiative we are taking today... will be seen by future generations as a strategic
moment for church and society,” the Archbishop said. "I long to see all orthodox Anglicans united in a
common commitment to pioneering a new wave of evangelism which will have a deep and lasting impact
on this nation.”

Archdeacon Condie, as chairman of FCA Australia, echoed the theme of renewal.

“The Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans in Australia is a reform movement within our denomination to
enable us to reform ourselves by the biblical gospel,” he said.

He added that in some parts of the Anglican Communion secular pressure to modify teaching had seen
the Church “cave in as key teaching gives way to all kinds of error. It would be foolish to think that the
Anglican Church of Australia was immune to these pressures and that we will not also see the biblical
faith eroded by the world and end up in a similar place.”

The organisation began signing up members on the launch night, with Archdeacon Condie saying he
would welcome people who “love the Scriptures and want to submit to them as the final authority in
doctrine and morals, who are not afraid to stand against the world to honour Christ and his word, who
are prepared to call out error in the Church and press for its reform, and who want to be in fellowship
with other Anglicans who, together with us, hold to this historic faith."
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Vanu

kit THE ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY'S
Anglican Aid has joined other
Christian aid agencies in appealing
for funds to help rebuild the nation
of Vanuatu in the wake of one of
the worst cyclones ever recorded
in the South Pacific.

Cyclone Pam, which struck on
the weekend of March 14-15, was
a Category 5 cyclone with mean
wind speeds of 270 km/h - and
wind gusts reportedly in excess of
320 km/h - leaving unprecedented
devastation across the country's
many islands.

Vanuatu's president Baldwin
Lonsdale was in tears as he
described the effects of the
“monster” storm. “As a nation, as
the head of the nation, my heart is
for the people,” Mr Lonsdale said.
“After all the developments that
have taken place, all this has been
wiped out. So it means that we will
have to start anew again.”

The President said food supply
would be an issue for the future,
but particular needs such as
humanitarian aid, tarpaulins,
water containers, medical kits
and construction tools were “very
important right now".

b |  Partnering with the Anglican
A family walk to Port Vila after the destruction of their house by Cyclone Pam. Church of Vanuatu, the Archbishop
pHOTO: UNICEF Pacific
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of Sydney's Anglican Aid is
appealing for donations to help with national relief, rehabilitation and development. In a statement it
asked people for “prayer and, if able, financial support to enable the Anglican Church of Vanuatu to share
Christ's love with the people of Vanuatu at this extremely devastating and troubling time".

“Under the leadership of Bishop James Ligo, the Anglican Diocese of Vanuatu provides both spiritual
and material support to the people of Vanuatu,” the statement said. “They have a proven capacity to
deliver development programs across the nation. This is because, by God's grace, the Anglican Diocese
of Vanuatu enjoys a grassroots presence across the 82 islands... there is hardly a village without a church
and a Mothers Union. They will distribute aid to those who need it most. This will give communities and
individuals the capacity to recover and get on their feet again.”

The Presbyterian Church also has a strong presence on the islands and is mobilising to help. The Rev
David Cook, Moderator General of the Presbyterian Church of Australia, said his church has “a unique
relationship with the Church in Vanuatu — we have a long history of Ni Vanuatuan students training for
ministry in Australia and have had a strong connection with the Bible Training College in Talua.

“Please pray for Vanuatu, pray for relief to be provided. Pray there will be selfless rescue and generous
love shown both from those on the ground in Vanuatu and [from] neighbouring nations."

In the south of Vanuatu's main island Efate, the community is rallying around the local church which
saved them. Pastor Manuel Ben said the 100 or so residents quickly realised their huts would not survive
the storm and rushed to the small church, which was only half finished — but it was made of concrete.

“All our houses went during the night and when we came out it seemed we were in a different place,”
Pastor Ben told Fairfax NZ. “We own nothing now. Our whole country is destroyed so we can't depend
on it... we need [international] help and their prayers.”

ISIS destroys faith symbols

ISIS TERRORISTS HAVE STEPPED UP THEIR PROPAGANDA IN THE
Middle East, publishing photos of crosses and Christian symbols being
smashed in Mosul, Iraq.

Christians have been a specific target of ISIS with kidnappings and
beheadings carried out regularly. In February, at least 150 people were
kidnapped from Assyrian Christian villages in north-eastern Syria. In
all, more than 200,000 Christians are believed to have been displaced
since the ISIS attacks began.

The website of the Middle East Media Research Institute (MEMRI),
which monitors terrorism, published photos of militants smashing
crosses with hammers and replacing Christian symbols with the black
flag of the Islamic State.

“They don't care what it's called; they are just following their ideology and that means getting rid of
churches and minorities,” MEMRI director Steven Stalinsky told reporters. "It is the Islamic State, and
there's no room for anyone else."

Archbishop Nicodemus Sharaf, head of the Syrian Orthodox Church in Mosul, told the US 60 Minutes
program that the terrorists had destroyed hundreds of ancient texts, including books “from the first
century of Christianity".

"They take everything from us but they cannot take God from our hearts — they cannot,” he said.
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Despite ISIS propaganda photos, Christian refugees have been fighting back with messages of forgiveness.
More than 1 million people have viewed a video (above0 of 10-year-old Myriam, a Christian refugee from
Mosul. Speaking with the SAT-7 TV service, Myriam spoke of her old life in Mosul and the moment she
and her family were forced to flee.

“God loves us and wouldn't let ISIS kill us,” she told the reporter who interviewed her in the refugee
camp. When asked whether there should be retaliation Myriam said: “I won't do anything to them. I will
only ask God to forgive them".

UK Islamicservice furore

A BRITISH VICAR IS FACING STRONG CRITICISM FOR ALLOWING HIS LONDON CHURCH TO BE
turned into a Muslim prayer house.

Canon Giles Goddard, the vicar of St John's, Waterloo, participated in a service in March in contravention
of Church of England law and doctrine. In what was billed as an “inclusive” service, Muslim worshippers
laid out prayer mats on the floor as Canon Goddard told the group “let us celebrate our shared traditions
by giving thanks to the God that we love, Allah, Amen”.

The vicar described the service, during which the prayer call "God is great” was chanted in Arabic, as
“very moving". Clergy and churchgoers complained that the service was an affront to Christians suffering
for their faith in Islamic countries.

The Bishop of Southwark, the Rt Rev Christopher Chessun, later issued a statement saying, “Whilst it
is very important to build good interfaith relations, it is clear... an act of worship from a non-Christian
faith tradition is not permitted within a consecrated Church of England building".

Canon Goddard issued his own statement saying the event had “given rise to great consternation, and | am
sorry for the offence caused and any infringement of the Church of England's framework and guidelines”.
He said he had assured the bishop of his commitment to work to build good interfaith relations, but
would do so within the teaching and guidelines of the Church of England.

The Rev Robin Weekes, minister of Emmanuel Church in Wimbledon, told London's Telegraph: “The issue
is not primarily that Canon law has been broken, which it has, but that it is offensive to Christians who
believe that there is only one God, who is the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. And it is especially offensive
to those who are being persecuted around the world for their faith in the uniqueness of Jesus Christ."

“They are going to kill me;
1amnot afraid.”

CoLIN REED

THESE WERE THE LAST RECORDED WORDS OF ARCHBISHOP JANANI LUWUM OF UGANDA. THIS
year, on February 16, the anniversary of his death 38 years ago, 20,000 people gathered to give thanks
for his life. The present Archbishop of Uganda, Stanley Ntagali, called on President Yoweri Museveni to
make it a national day of remembrance. The President promised to do so.

In 1971 an army officer, Idi Amin, overthrew the government of Uganda and declared himself President.
That was the beginning of a "State of blood", as one former government minister called it. Amin ruthlessly
suppressed any opposition to his regime. Sudden
disappearances became common. His torture
chambers were spattered with blood.

Many Ugandans asked how this could have
happened. Uganda had been one of the most
developed and highly educated African countries.
Now the educated either fled or lived in fear.
Some 80 per cent of Ugandans called themselves
Christian; Amin, a Muslim, apparently especially
targeted Christians.

At the memorial service in 2015 the preacher
was the Archbishop of York, John Sentamu, who
had been a lawyer in his native Uganda and fled
to Britain in the 1970s to escape Amin's terror.
One of those killed in Amin's day was the nation's
Chief Justice, Benedicto Kiwanuka.

Archbishop Janani Luwum was outspoken in
his criticism of the brutal regime. He became
bishop of northern Uganda in 1969 and in 1974
was elected Archbishop of the Province, which
included Rwanda, Burundi and part of the Congo.
He was a spiritual man, with a deep concern for
e _ people's wellbeing and for his country, which he
Criticised the Amin regime: Archbishop Janani Luwum. saw being ripped apart by the dictator.

In his Christmas sermon in 1976, broadcast on
state radio, Archbishop Luwum spoke of Christian victory through suffering. The broadcast was abruptly
cut off; it was seen as a criticism of the regime. In 1977 the Anglican Church planned a celebration for
the centenary of its foundation and the martyrdom of early believers. Paranoid, Amin suggested the
fundraising for this celebration was to finance a coup.

On the night of February 5, 1977, soldiers burst into Luwum'’s home shouting, “Show us the arms!" He
replied that the only weapon he possessed was the Bible. The Archbishop and his wife were arrested,
driven to a police station some distance away, then released. On February 10, 1977, Luwum wrote an
open letter, also signed by the 17 other Anglican bishops, and sent it to members of the government
and to church leaders outside Uganda. It was a courageous criticism of the regime, including the words,
“the gun, which was meant to be used to protect Uganda as a nation, the Ugandan as a citizen and his
property, is increasingly being used to take away his life".

On February 16 the Archbishop and other religious leaders were summoned to see the President. To
make the event publicly visible the Archbishop dressed in his robes, and was accompanied by other
bishops. Luwum handed the President the letter of protest at the atrocities and at the way he had been
treated. After a while the other leaders were dismissed, but Luwum was taken away. As he left he told
his companions, “They are going to kill me; I am not afraid".

Two Government ministers were arrested with Archbishop Luwum, accused of supporting him. The
next day all three were dead. It was announced that they had been killed in a car crash. The government
tried to bury the Archbishop in secret but villagers opened the coffin and saw his bullet wounds.

My wife Wendy and | were teaching in Kenya at this time. Among our pupils were the children of Oboth
Ofumbi, one of the two ministers killed with Luwum. We also taught the children of Brian Herd, an Irish
missionary bishop who was deported from Uganda, plus the children of a number of people who had
fled the country.

What was the effect of this event?

Ironically, according to Festo Kivengere — one of the Anglican bishops who fled Uganda, and whose
preaching in Australia two years later inspired many — the death of Archbishop Luwum “boomeranged”
on Amin and was in fact the beginning of the end for his regime.

Ugandan and world opinion was so horrified that opposition grew stronger. Spiritually, Kivengere reported
that at the memorial service in 1977 one woman commented, “This is going to put us 20 times forward";
Christians were emboldened in their faith and witness. Others who had lapsed came back to the faith.

There was no funeral for Archbishop Luwum but thousands attended a memorial service by an empty
grave dug beside that of the first Bishop, martyred in 1885. As the former Archbishop, Erica Sabiti, cried
out, "He is not here, he is risen!" the crowd responded vigorously, “Glory, glory hallelujah!"

Colin Reed grew up in Kenya — a child of missionaries — and he and his wife Wendy later served in Kenya
and Tanzania for many years with Crosslinks UK and CMS Australia. He has written books about East
African history and the growth of the Christian church.

i gt
e



MaRRiaGe CLaRITY

Thank you for the excellent summary of the Diocesan report on
the issue of same-sex marriage (SC, March). The comments on
context were particularly relevant.

It seems to me that the campaign has always been about
“normalising” homosexual behaviour. In Australia, this concerted
campaign has been running since at least the 2007 federal
election with vehicles such as the ABC TV program Q&A being
used to place the issue well and truly on the national agenda.

Many Christians do seem to think that same-sex marriage is
an inevitability or struggle to address the issue because of their
caring relationship with homosexual friends or family members.
We need to remain faithful to God's revelation of his good
creation and the redeeming and transforming power of Christ's
death to deal with the corrupting influence of sin, pay the cost for
every human frailty and pave the way for eternal life with him in
the renewed and restored creation.

This is the gospel of grace and freedom for all, with which God
has entrusted us. May we never be ashamed of it.

Philip Cooney
Wentworth Falls

The "Beneath the surface” article was helpful and of course there
is much more to be said. Unfortunately too many people on both
sides of this discussion do not fully understand what is really
going on.

Christians engaged in defending marriage need to realise
they are defending the institution, not just an English language
noun; and that they are not anti anything, but are pro marriage.
They are defending the value to society of the most important
institution of all: the union of a man and a woman, exclusively
entered into for life. It is the revisionists who are anti-marriage
and who are running the campaign of hatred. They hate marriage
because marriage enshrines the importance of things outside of
homosexuality.

The whole point of marriage is to value the male-female union.
The whole point of same-sex marriage is to devalue the male-
female union.

Gay activists claim they are campaigning for rights, but they
would gain nothing more than naming rights; and the enforced
pretence of equality (that has to accompany an unravelled
definition of marriage) bans everyone from valuing anything
precluded by homosexuality. So stating the importance of
motherhood and fatherhood becomes “anti-gay hate speech”.

Same-sex marriage leaves marriage as collateral damage in the
attempt to have homosexual behaviour morally vindicated.

Josh Crockett

PuBLIC SUPPORT

Archbishop Davies needs to show more empathy for Christian
parents who prefer a public education for their children. In his
recent article "Educate the whole person” (SC, March) he gives a
brief acknowledgement of SRE in public schools while singing the
virtues of exclusive Anglican and low-fee Anglican schools.

There is a false perception in the wider community that
exclusive Anglican schools show our Church to be for the wealthy.
These schools with their extensive resources do not reflect the
life and teaching of Christ. He associated with the disadvantaged
and outcast.

Public schools cater for all socioeconomic groups, which include
the disadvantaged and outcast. These schools provide a quality
education that is often talked down. The majority of practising
and nominal Anglican parents choose public education. The SRE
teachers working in these schools deserve more than a token
paragraph.

| do hope that Archbishop Davies finds the time to properly
recognise public schools and their devoted SRE teachers. My
awakening to Christianity can be traced back to the Scripture
teacher who taught me at my local public school.

John Cotterill
Kingsford

Division concerns

The previous issue of Southern Cross (March 2015) has three very
connected articles. David Mansfield's article on “The devil and
the deep blue blue"” offered very practical advice on handling
division within the Church. The world news article on the win

in the South Carolina court reported on a consequence of
division within the Church. And the article on a “Whole church”
movement within the Anglican Communion provides a possible
sign of coming division — unless of course we know more about
this "Whole church movement”.

For clarity, it would be helpful if the Ven Dr Richard Condie
provided further information about the Global Fellowship of
Confessing Anglicans (GFCA or FCA). When he states the FCA is
looking for “dioceses, parishes and individuals” to join GFCA is
he suggesting in doing so they leave the Anglican Communion?
When he states the "FCA puts us in fellowship with faithful
Anglicans” is he saying there are no faithful Anglicans outside the
FCA with whom to fellowship?

When he states members of the FCA must assent to the
Jerusalem Declaration, where does this put the Archbishop of
Canterbury in terms of authority among Anglicans? When he
states "The FCA allows us to recognise them as true Anglicans”
is he saying the FCA will be the authority within the Anglican
Church that makes these judgements?

Geoff Ellis
Smithfield, Qld

GospeL RICHNEeSS

In reference to your article "BCP, old and new" (SC, Feb), this
deeply resonated with me. | have often reflected on how
meaningful the prayers in the Book of Common Prayer are and
how instrumental these prayers have been in forming and
sustaining my Christian faith.

As a young girl | attended church and became familiar with
the various services in the Book of Common Prayer. Oh, how the
biblical depth and richness of the gospel reached out to my young
soul!

| would not allow my mind to wander for that treasured hour in
which | met so closely with our precious Saviour, where | received
his grace, his forgiveness and his empowering strength at the
beginning of each week.

Even all these years later, as a grandmother, words from the
Book of Common Prayer continue to form part of my daily prayers
and, by God's grace, continue to strengthen my relationship with
our dear Lord.

| too hope that the Book of Common Prayer, as suggested in
the article, is used, discussed and protected and that through it
others may hear the gospel, be saved and come to love our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Glenda Bolitho
Carlingford
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Magna Carta and Christian
religious freedom

RoOBIN SPEED

THE MAGNA CARTA IS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT B w e gt
documents in Australian history. It was granted by King
John 800 years ago on June 15, 1215 and has been described
by Sir Gerard Brennan, a former Chief Justice of Australia,
“as living in the hearts and minds of Australian people, an
incarnation of the spirit of liberty in Australia, becoming
the talisman of the spirit of a society in which tolerance
and democracy reside, a society in which power and
privilege do not produce tyranny and oppression”.

In this 800" anniversary year, it is timely to examine the
relevance of the Magna Carta today and, in particular, its
relevance to Australian Christians.

The Roman Catholic Archbishop of Sydney, Anthony
Fisher, has recently described the Magna Carta as a “very
religious document”. Indeed it was. Not that you would
think so by reading the only paragraph in the charter that
deals with religion:

“We have, in the first place, granted to God and by this
our present charter confirmed for ourselves and our heirs
in perpetuity that the English Church is to be free and have
its rights in whole and its liberties unimpaired...”

The revolutionary nature of this declaration by the King
can only be understood in light of the times.

What dreadful times they were; the Christian church was in
mortal danger from the King, who was universally denounced as incredibly bad.
Matthew Paris, writing at the time, said, "Hell itself is defiled by the presence
of King John". So bad was his reputation that no subsequent English king has
borne his name.

King John stole Church land. He refused to accept Stephen Langton as the
Archbishop of Canterbury. He allegedly kidnapped people and starved them to
death. In short, he regarded himself as all-powerful, choosing to do what he
wished.

Stephen Langton was of a different mind. Born in Lincolnshire he believed
kings had been sent by God not as a reward to the people of Israel, but as
a punishment for their sins. Kings who taxed their people beyond absolute
necessity were tyrants and so were kings who ignored the teachings of the Church (for further details
see the marvellous book Magna Carta: The Foundation of Freedom 1215-2015 by Professor Nicholas Vincent
et al; Third Millennium Publishing).

In considering the relevance of the Magna Carta today, the following needs to be kept firmly in mind
by the modern reader:

1. It was not a recognition of different religious views. It simply speaks about the Christian church, the
Christian religion and the Christian church institutions at a time when they were under attack from the
King.

2. It does not prescribe the rights and liberties that were not to be “impaired" i.e. the right of the Church
to control its own affairs.

3. It does not detail what was an “impairment” of those rights or liberties. It says nothing of Christian
employer-employee relationships, discrimination against someone for his or her religious beliefs or physical
practices, or other matters which are contentious today.

Most importantly the charter was, in 1215, an injunction on a King who regarded the church as ultimately
subject to his rule. That was a revolutionary notion and is easy to gloss over in the words of the paragraph.
The charter was far from perfect but generally satisfied the concerns of the leaders of the church in 1215
about interference from the state. We should learn from its compromising nature for it was a masterful
legally written declaration of the Christian church’s historical rights and liberties — without stating them,
but requiring recognition and respect of them by the King.

| believe the relevance of the Magna Carta for Australian Christians today is to encourage them to stand
up for their beliefs as Stephen Langton, the Archbishop of Canterbury, did 800 years ago, and equip them
to join in the debate on the extent to which Australian law should express their liberties to practise their
Christian religion and not infringe upon those liberties.

Christians generally equate living in a modern civilised society with the Australian society, which
allows religious freedom. But that is not the view of many societies in the world today, which regard
themselves as civilised societies but in which Christians are regularly persecuted, murdered and jailed
for their beliefs. How are we to deal with those societies and with our own, when we see our religion is
constantly attacked?

| think it is necessary to keep the two issues quite separate. My particular focus here is how to deal
with Australian society.

The principal matter is to recognise the historical fact that Australian society, its beliefs and institutions,
are largely based on the Judeo-Christian inheritance. The challenge is to try to work out how our society
can be preserved and respected by all those who choose to live in it.

If there is a role model from 1215 it is Stephen Langton. He was instrumental in the Magna Carta and
his goodwill and moderation were essential in having the charter granted. He might have demanded all
sorts of rights but instead obtained a simple statement from the King that existing Church liberties and
rights were to be honoured.

If the Australian society as we know it is to survive, Christians need to stand up for their core beliefs and
liberties. To the extent to which other religions wish to co-exist in our society, they must demonstrate
their willingness to be a part of that society.

Robin Speed is vice chairman of the Magna Carta Committee, president of the Rule of Law Institute of
Australia and a member of Warrawee Anglican.
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WeST TO easT

After seven years as rector of St Matthew's, Windsor, the Rev Aleks Pinter becomes rector of St Mary'’s,
Waverley later this month.

"After college we were keen to minister beyond suburban Sydney, which took us to Gerringong-Shoalhaven
Heads — where we spent 5% years and loved it,” he says. "When we came to Windsor, | said this was the
closest to Sydney that | ever wanted to get... but people change and circumstances change... and when the
possibility of Waverley was raised, our interest was piqued.”

Mr Pinter says when he was first approached by nominators from St Mary’s he thought his style might not
suit them, and that they would prefer a rector with a “higher churchmanship”. However, "in conversation
with the nominators and the bishop it became clear the parish recognises its need to change in order to
grow... we were encouraged to consider that we would be able to manage the more traditional aspects

of the church while hopefully also bringing the innovation it needs. After much prayer and discussion
Susannah and | felt it was the right move to make for ministry and for us.”

MARCH 2015

He acknowledges that there’s always a cost when moving as a ministry family, as many strong and close
relationships have to be left behind. "That’s hard, and it's sad, but we know that we're going with the
blessing of many people from here,” he says.

"There are just so many opportunities for outreach and for gospel growth [in the eastern suburbs]. I'm
excited to be part of that and to see St Mary’s, Waverley be part of that.”

Southern cross

Mr Pinter will be inducted at Waverley on April 22.

BURGESS BaCK In THe sabDLe

Following an exceptionally short "retirement”, the Rev Chris Burgess has become episcopal assistant to
the Bishop of North Sydney, the Rt Rev Chris Edwards.

The part-time role began in October, just a few months after Mr Burgess retired from his final parish in
Eastwood.

"I'm still getting into things and getting a feel for how it works,” he says. "But it's very interesting — a lot
goes on and there’s a mix of responsibilities. I've been contacting new assistant ministers and the plan is
to come out in their first year... several of them are involved in church plants. They're under the auspices of
the senior minister but they're given a lot of freedom, so I'm helping make sure they get the support they
need.”

Mr Burgess has also joined a number of committees for parishes planning to develop their sites and is
involved with a range of other administrative and pastoral issues.

Bishop Edwards describes Mr Burgess a someone with “a passion for wanting to help people come to know
who the Lord Jesus is... he's also a very wise and godly man, and so gracious. A lot of our guys who are new
in ministry haven’t seen some of the things that will be coming their way [whereas] with Chris’s decades of
parish experience he’s seen it all and been involved in it all.”

The part-time role leaves Mr Burgess and his wife Cathy with plenty of time to help out in their local
parish. "A Christian serves Jesus 'til they die,” he says. "We still do some of the stuff we did in parish... you
want to do it, because if you've gained skills over such a long time, why put them out to pasture if they can
be used?”

The Rev Vicki Waid died on February 19.

Born Vicki Lynn Waid on September 2, 1947 in Los Angeles, California, Miss Waid grew up and went to
school locally, eventually obtaining a music degree from California State University in 1971.

Having met educational recruiters from Australia shortly before her graduation, Miss Waid chose to move
to the Illawarra to work as a teacher, which she did for the next decade before going to Moore College. She
graduated with a Bachelor of Theology in 1985.

Miss Waid worked as a parish sister to Ruse, Airds and Kentlyn for three years, was made a deacon in

1989 and then remained in the parish until 1991 as assistant minister. A further two years were spent as
assistant minister at Riverwood, after which she spent the next 14 years on the staff at Macarthur Anglican
School, also volunteering at one of the local aged care facilities.

From 2004-2006 Miss Waid was honorary assistant minister at St John’s, Camden before moving back to
her first spiritual home in Australia — Christ Church, Kiama — where she was honorary assistant minister
from 2008 until her death.

Miss Waid struggled with illness over many years. Her good friend Lesley Errington, whom she met at
Moore College and who gave the eulogy, said Miss Waid’s goal each week was "to get to church and she
often did, O2 and all. She enjoyed planning the Spanish Fiesta to promote Moore College in South America
(MOCLAM), leading services, book club, morning tea, lunch and parties with friends.

"Her generosity knew no bounds. Her devotion to Jesus as her Lord and Saviour was an encouragement
to us all. She did not lose heart. Though outwardly she was wasting away, yet inwardly she was being
renewed day by day.”

Deaconess Lynn Gigg died on March 11, aged 90.

Born Joy Lynn Gigg on April 29, 1924, the young Joy'’s faith was shaped and strengthened by experiences
of the Depression and World War Il. She trained for ministry in the early 1950s and was made a deaconess
by Archbishop Mowll in 1954.

Known to friends as Lynn but to family as "Aunty Joy"”, Deaconess Gigg worked in the parish of Newtown,
then Yagoona with Villawood & East Fairfield from 1955-60, and Campsie with Harcourt for another five
years.

After this she began a long chaplaincy ministry, spending 15 years at Canterbury-Bankstown Hospitals
before moving to Westmead Hospital (1979-1983) and St Vincent's (1983-84).

Dss Gigg was passionate about music, family — particularly children — but Jesus most of all. This was
highlighted when the Rev Patsy Dahl, a former ARV chaplain who gave a eulogy at her funeral, related a
story told by the Rev David Tyndall, one of her former Scripture students:

"I never saw boys actually doing work in their books in Scripture before. She [Deaconess Gigg] was a great
example to me as a courageous person who stood firm for the gospel in an unfriendly environment. She
was prepared to take on high school boys for the opportunity to tell them how to get to heaven.”

Officially retired in 1984, Deaconess Gigg spent the next nine years as honorary deaconess at St Andrew’s
Cathedral where she led services, took baptisms and did pastoral care until bad eyesight made the drive
too tricky.

Said Patsy Dahl: "She has gone home to be with the Lord she loved... [Lynn] is experiencing life in the
fullest possible way, and we who also follow Jesus will be there to share it with her”.
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DR GLENN DAVIES

HE SEASON OF EASTER IS AN ANNUAL REMINDER OF THE VICTORY OVER SIN AND
death that Jesus won for us by his own death and resurrection. While it is true that this
is properly a focus of our regular meetings on the first day of the week, the period of
Lent — with its anti-climax on Good Friday and its denouement on Easter Day — provides
opportunity for reflection upon the events of those three days in Jesus' experience.

Our Good Friday services naturally focus on Jesus' death upon the cross, his “seven last words" and
his cry of dereliction: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" (Matthew 27:46). By contrast,
Easter Day celebrates his mighty resurrection where death is defeated and a whole new world order
enters in. But what of Easter Eve, the Saturday between these epochal events?

Of course, on this particular Sabbath, Jesus is at rest. Well, at least his body is at rest, having been
wrapped in a clean linen cloth and placed by Joseph of Arimathea in his own new tomb. However, two
gospel accounts record Jesus' dismissing his spirit, prior to breathing his last breath. Luke even records
Jesus' last words as: "Father into your hands | commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46). The best explanation of
these words is that Jesus in his death experienced the dissolution of his body and spirit — the same
separation experienced by all who have died since the sin of Adam. His human body was dead; but his
human spirit was alive.

Some theologians have questioned such a separation as reflecting the Greek dualism of body and
soul, citing Plato’s famous dictum that the “body is the prison house of the soul". However, the Bible
does not see the human body as inferior to the soul; in fact, humans are created as a holistic duality of
body and soul, comparable to Paul's description of the inner and outer person (2 Cor 4:16; cf 2 Cor 5:8;
Eph 3:16). While body and soul (or spirit) comprise the wholeness of the human image bearer, the two
are not indistinguishable (as Jesus asserts in Matthew 10:28). In fact, part of the penalty of death for
sinners is the very separation of what was meant to remain whole.

However, it is through Jesus' resurrection that he mends this rift, overcomes this dissolution
and pioneers the entrance into resurrection life with a new body - a resurrected body no longe