
AUGUST
2018

A turning point in Anglicanism

Footy and faith on film

PLUS

Seasons of service
WISE MINISTRY CHOICES IN A BUSY WORLD

IS
SN

 2
20

7-
06

48



COVER 
Singleness seems 
to have become a 
huge problem in 
Christian circles. 
But is the problem 
actually our 
attitude to it? 11

Sydney News 3

Mission News 4

World News 5

Changes 6

Letters 7

Essay 8

Archbishop Writes 9

Cover Feature 10

Moore is More 11

Culture 12

Southern cross

AUGUST 2018
volume 24 number 7

PUBLISHER: Anglican Media Sydney

PO Box W185 
Parramatta Westfield 2150

phone: 02 8860 8860  
fax: 02 8860 8899 
email: info@anglicanmedia.com.au

MANAGING EDITOR: Russell Powell

EDITOR: Judy Adamson

ART DIRECTOR: Stephen Mason

ADVERTISING MANAGER: Kylie Schleicher

phone: 02 8860 8850  
email: ads@anglicanmedia.com.au

Acceptance of advertising does not imply 
endorsement. Inclusion of advertising material 
is at the discretion of the publisher.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Garry Joy

phone: 02 8860 8861  
email: subs@anglicanmedia.com.au

$44.00 per annum (Australia)

PRINTED BY: Southern Colour

CONTENTS

“The spread of  
the gospel requires  

the authenticity of  
the gospel.”

Archbishop Nicholas Okoh
World News

S
ou

th
er

n
 c

r
o

s
s

   
  A

U
G

U
S

T
 2

0
18

2

mailto:mailto:info%40anglicanmedia.com.au?subject=
mailto:ads@anglicanmedia.com.au
mailto:subs@anglicanmedia.com.au


SYDNEY NEWS

JULY HAS BEEN A MONTH OF CELEBRATION AND PRAISE AT CHURCH@ THE PEAK, WITH THE 
church becoming an independent provisional parish a decade after it began. It started as a plant from 
Beverly Hills and Kingsgrove in 2008, and now more than 100 people gather weekly at Peakhurst South 
Primary School. 
“Church @ the Peak was born out of Archbishop Peter Jensen’s mission imperative to plant more con-

gregations and churches in our Diocese in order to reach 10 per cent of the population for Christ,” says 
the Rev Stuart Maze, rector of Church @ the Peak. “The intent was, and still is, to reach the lost in our 
suburbs. We need more points of connection and ministry centres to make this happen.”
Mr Maze says that becoming an independent provisional parish is an exciting time for the church 

community. 
“I am thankful for the people God has put around me to support me in this ministry. I’m thankful for 

God sustaining me and our church, for the support of Beverly Hills Anglican over the past 10 years, the 
people at Church @ the Peak, and the support and encouragement of local churches – especially our 
friends at Mortdale Anglican.”
From humble beginnings with a small team praying for Peakhurst and making local connections, Mr 

Maze has witnessed slow yet steady growth. 
“One of the most exciting things was seeing so many of our members coming to faith or reconnecting 

with God, some after many years of not going to church,” he says. “One of the dads who joined us right 
from the start hadn’t been to church since his Sunday school days, but he loved rediscovering the Bible 
and the wonderful news of the gospel.”
Another member of Church @ the Peak who has reconnected with faith is Dean Watson. Now a father 

of three, Mr Watson and his wife Ashley first visited the church in the early days of their relationship. 
“I walked away from Christianity in my teens – it was never for me,” he says. “When I met my [now 

wife] at work, she had no Christian background but was always interested in studying religion. When 
she found out I had a background of Christianity, she asked if we could go to a church.
“For us, Church @ the Peak has been an important place. It’s not only because of the church, but because 

of God opening our eyes and dragging us along. The church has sown the seeds. It’s where we became 
Christians.”
The Watsons have been through many trials in the past two years, and the overwhelming love and 

support each of them have felt from their church family has been a great help. “Our youngest has had 
four cardiac surgeries and he’s not two yet,” Mr Watson says. “The support from our church has been 
amazing. They’ve been praying for him, and telling others to pray.” 
Mr Watson hopes his experience of Church @ the Peak can be the experience of many others in the 

Peakhurst community. 
“I want to see more people become Christians through the gospel being spread by our community,” he 

says. “There has been a number of them, not just Ashley and I, which is always amazing to watch. 
“We love to see existing Christians grow as well. I’m passionate about bringing the gospel to people that 

don’t currently know it. My desire is to see us grow through new people who haven’t accepted Christ 
before.”
A similar desire is shared by Mr Maze and the church leadership. 
“Our vision is to see all of Peakhurst and beyond transformed by the good news of Jesus,” Mr Maze 

says. “We recognise that it’s the gospel that transforms hearts, so we want to do that in whatever way 
is possible under God.” 

Peaking at the peak

Peak lunch: church members gather for a barbecue.

IT’S A SATURDAY EVENING, AND A GROUP OF MORE THAN 20 INDONESIAN STUDENTS AND YOUNG 
workers have gathered together for church in the Trinity Chapel at Macquarie University. Since the start 
of 2018, Macquarie Indonesian Trinity Church has run in the Bahasa Indonesia language, providing faithful 
Bible teaching for Indonesian students looking for a church service. 
The church sprang up after the realisation that many Indonesian students were not connecting with 

the Christian student groups available to them. 
“They arrive here, they’re not here for long and they’re not looking for a student group – they want a 

church,” says the Rev Timothy Mildenhall, the chaplain at Robert Menzies College, a residential college 
affiliated with the university. 
The group was initiated by Indonesian students connected to Trinity Chapel Macquarie, and has become 

a key gospel training ground. Mr Mildenhall believes many of the students can make a big impact for the 
kingdom in Indonesian ministry. 
“We started this [service] to try and reach and connect, train and network Indonesian students at 

Macquarie University,” he says. “Our goal is to equip them for a lifetime of ministry in Indonesia. Operating 
in Indonesian is very helpful for them as they prepare to return.”
Since starting the church, the growth of the students has been a great encouragement. Many have 

stepped out of their comfort zones and are being bold in evangelism and discipleship. 
“Two students have stepped up for the first time to preach the word of God in public,” Mr Mildenhall 

says. “Another has started mentoring another student, meeting one-to-one and reading the Bible, some-
thing she has never done before. Another continues her eagerness to do women’s evangelism within the 
community and beyond.” 
According to the Pew Research Centre, Indonesia is home to more than 13 per cent of the world’s 

Muslims – more than 209 million in 2010 – making it the biggest Muslim nation on the planet.
Fewer than than 10 per cent of Indonesians identify with Christianity, so helping Macquarie’s  Indonesian 

students grow in their faith is a priority for Mr Mildenhall and his team. 
“We want to do as much as we can for them while they’re here in Australia, so that the gospel is what 

grips them, for whatever God has in store for them – and so they can have the capacity to be influential 
people back in Indonesia,” Mr Mildenhall says. 
“Our main objective is to train students in evangelism, one-to-one ministry and preaching the word of 

God.”

Students strengthened for service

Smile! Members of Macquarie Indonesian Trinity Church.

MORE THAN 90 FAMILIES WHO ESCAPED CONFLICT AND PERSECUTION IN IRAQ AND SYRIA GATH-
ered at Featherdale Wildlife Park to enjoy a day out patting and feeding the Australian furry friends they 
had previously only seen on television. 
This excursion, sponsored by Anglicare, offered refugees a much-needed chance to relax and enjoy 

themselves amid the stress of settling into a new country. 
The outing was the idea of George Bishai, who is studying for a PhD at Moore College. Mr Bishai is a 

lecturer at the Alexandria School of Theology in Egypt, and has been living in Australia for just over two 
years. 
For the past nine months he has been working with Bankstown Anglican, running a Thursday evening 

service in Arabic that is attended by many Syrian and Iraqi refugees.
“My first reason [for organising this] is because refugees are usually under stress due to the many things 

going on and the previous events [in their lives] – especially the newcomers,” Mr Bishai says. “They’re 
studying, doing English classes, looking for work. They need relaxation.
“Secondly, I am keen to have the volunteers see the refugees as families, not just as ‘cases’ – see them 

in the fresh air and have a more organic relationship. I feel refugees also see themselves as cases rather 
than people. I was happy to see them living a normal life and having a normal day.”
Zaid Hanoody was an accountant in Iraq before ISIS forced his family to flee two years ago. 
“I was a financial analyst manager for the minister of electricity,” he says. “I have two daughters, six 

and 10 years old, and a wife. When ISIS came, we had to come here. My mother is still in Jordan. We are 
still waiting – hopefully she will come here. She is 90 years old, blind and disabled because of her hip.”
The story is a familiar one. Many are desperately hoping that loved ones will also be brought to Australia 

to join them. While Mr Hanoody is worried about his mother, he is thankful to be able to be in Australia 
with his wife and daughters. 
“People have been nice and lovely,” he says. “When we first arrived, my daughter is bored because she 

has no friends. Back in Iraq she has many toys and friends, but here we had nothing at first. Now she 
loves Australia.” 
He and his family have attended church at Bankstown since they arrived. “Every Sunday and Thursday 

we meet with other Syrian and Iraqi people and read the Bible,” he says. “The people at my church are 
good people.
“God saved us. We cannot survive from the terrorists without God. He saved my children. If you [have 

seen] the terrible things, there were many bombs and snipers and killings. God saved us.” 

Respite for refugees

Zaid Hanoody and his family.

DRIVE 78 KILOMETRES WEST OF NOWRA AND YOU WILL STUMBLE UPON NERRIGA, A TINY COUN-
try town with only a pub and a church adorning its main street. It’s here in this village of 50 people that 
the Church of the Good Shepherd has recently seen surprising growth. 
“I have gone to this church all of my life,” says Colin Temple, who lives next door to the weatherboard 

building. “Church used to be crowded. For a time it was only [my wife] Betty and I still going. Now we 
have about five locals who go. 
“My nieces from Goulburn and Nowra also come, so we have about 12 to 18 attend.” 
The Rev Geoff Thompson, rector of Nowra (which includes Nerriga in its parish), says, “When I arrived, 

there were two locals in their eighties. Then two more popped up out of the bush, and then another 
two. We were up to six locals, when recently a bunch of related people who had moved into major cen-
tres decided that they’ll make it their once-a-month homecoming reunion... Amazing church growth.”
Mr Temple and his wife have had a long involvement with the Nerriga church. He was the first child to 

be baptised in the church building when it was built in 1934. He and his wife grew up attending Sunday 
school, saw three of their sisters married and all of their children baptised in the little church. Up until 
recently, Mrs Temple also prepared afternoon tea for the congregation after every service. 
The Temples now spend their time looking after their farm, where they have bred cattle for the past 

30 years. The weather has made this tough in recent times, and rain has been a long-term prayer point 
in their church.
“We’ve been in drought all this year [and] there’s no rain in sight until maybe next February,” Mr Temple 

says. The drought has meant they have also had to sell some of their cattle. 
Historically, a small group of Nowra parishioners have travelled out with a ministry staff member to 

Nerriga each month to participate in church. 
“It’s a fun little road trip on a Sunday afternoon,” Mr Thompson says, “and we get to [minister to] people 

who wouldn’t otherwise get a chance to hear preaching.” 
Watching the town change over the decades has been disheartening for Mr Temple, but the recent 

growth of the parish has been a source of joy. 
“We used to have a post office and a police station... It’s sad to watch the town change,” he says. “We 

hope that our church keeps going. It’s been here for 80 years – let’s see it go for another 80 years.” 

Ministry in the town you’ve 
probably never heard of

Church with a view: Colin Temple outside Nerriga’s Church of the Good Shepherd.

THE BISHOP OF WESTERN SYDNEY, IVAN LEE 
(right), has undergone further surgery after a recur-
rence of cancer.
The news was disclosed in an emailed letter to rec-

tors from Bishop Lee in mid-July.
“I have been undergoing a range of tests in the past 

couple of weeks, and it was confirmed by specialists at 
[Royal] North Shore Hospital that a cancer has devel-
oped again in my pancreas,” he said in the letter. 
“Although this is very distressing news, the good news 

is that the cancer does not seem to have spread and 
the surgeon has said he is able to operate.”
Bishop Lee then underwent a five-hour operation to 

remove the remainder of his pancreas and his spleen. 
The previous surgery in 2015 after the original cancer 
diagnosis was much more complicated, lasting more 
than 11 hours.
“Naturally, Virginia and I would appreciate your 

prayers... that recovery will go well. Six months of chemotherapy will follow.” Bishop Lee said. “So many 
people, including church members, sustained me through their prayers back in 2015 and 2016.”
Bishop Lee is the most senior of Sydney’s bishops, having been the Bishop of the Western Region since 

2003. He has also taken a leading role in the development of Mission Areas. Arrangements are being 
made to cover his appointments and duties while he recovers from the surgery and further treatment.
He concluded his letter on a firm note of faithfulness: 
“Virginia, our three daughters and I all have a firm trust in God’s goodness,” he wrote. “He has already 

given us the greatest gift of all, his son the Lord Jesus who died for our sins, and eternal life. We are also 
grateful for the past two and a half years of reasonable health. We will continue to trust him no matter 
what happens. Glory to God.”

Further surgery for Bishop Lee

IT’S THURSDAY AT 5.30PM, AND SOON THE ROUGH EDGES CAFÉ NEXT TO ST JOHN’S, DARLINGHURST 
will open, welcoming in the homeless and marginalised for the 22nd year running. 
But before its cheerful volunteers begin serving tonight’s dinners and coffees, Jesse Mawson is meeting 

with a handful of regulars for Streetwise – a weekly low-key time to study God’s word, sing and share 
together.
“We’ve been running this for three to four months now,” Mr Mawson says. “People might think those 

who live on the street are not capable of engaging and reflecting on a passage like ‘the rest of us’ but 
they very much can. Some of the guys in the Bible study have given reflections and drawn on parts of a 
passage in a way that, because of their experience, none of the rest of us would be able to do. 
“As a group we are quite intentional and want to invite people into that space, into something that might 

be a bit emotionally vulnerable – but also to a place where they can engage in conversations at depth.
“I’ve taken for granted a [church] environment that regularly calls me into deep thinking, whereas peo-

ple on the street, what kind of space or community do they have to engage in conversations at depth? 
But part of Streetwise is offering a space where they can do that.”
Streetwise was part of Rough Edges when it first began in 1996, but it stopped about 18 months ago 

because the staff member who ran it left the parish. The right person was needed to begin it again, and 
for Darlinghurst rector the Rev Ed Vaughan that person was Mr Mawson, who began working as a lay 
assistant minister and Rough Edges chaplain at the beginning of this year.
“Running Streetwise is a key part of his role, because we regard it as the spiritual heart of Rough Edges,” 

Mr Vaughan says. “What convinced me [he was right for the job] was his ability to relate to street people 
and his enthusiasm for Jesus. 
“The reality is that this is a really specialist role, and not many people have the capacity to relate to 

the people we deal with. And he has a really infectious enthusiasm for life. We love working with him!”
Mr Mawson has a Baptist background, and in his final year at college last year was a housing intern for 

BaptistCare’s Hope Street community centre in Woolloomooloo. He says he’d felt called to serve there 
even though he was initially “terrified about how to relate to people on the street”. 
“I was working with Hope Street and ‘juvy’ [juvenile detention] out west,” he says. “I had such a limited 

view of the world and it really opened me up.”
Now, as Streetwise meets each week and he hangs out with Rough Edges patrons at the café, Mr 

Mawson’s focus is on building community and helping people think about the spiritual aspect of their lives.
“The short and long-term goal is strategy around building the community of Streetwise, which inevita-

bly takes time,” he says. “We want it to be known that we have a faith community that meets here, and 
all are welcome, and everyone’s aware of what time it’s on, so that it can come back to having a place 
at the heart of the Rough Edges community.”

Spiritual community
Study time: a group from the Rough Edges community meets with Jesse Mawson (right) for Streetwise.

THE GROWING ANGLICAN SCHOOLS CORPORATION HAS A NEW CHAIRMAN OF ITS BOARD, WITH 
Tony Willis (above, left) handing over the baton to Philip Bell OAM (above, right) at the beginning of last 
month. Mr Willis has served as chairman for the past 8½ years.
“The past six months have been a transition period and Tony will be staying on [the board] until the 

end of the year to be wise counsel,” Mr Bell says.
“I do appreciate his willingness to support the transition and his eagerness to see the work continue to 

grow. He’s been a remarkable chairman during a period of significant growth... showing servant leader-
ship, working hard, and managing the issues that have arisen with tremendous grace. He’s been a great 
role model.”
Mr Bell has been a member of the corporation’s board before – from 1987-1999, serving as deputy 

chairman from 1992-99 – as well as spending 10 years as chairman of the Abbotsleigh school council, and 
some years on the board of the Association of Independent Schools NSW. With a background in busi-
ness, he has also served on a range of other corporate and not-for-profit boards, including the Crusader 
Union and Robert Menzies College. He is currently chairman of the Archbishop’s New Churches for New 
Communities board.
In talking of Mr Bell as the right person for the role, the corporation’s CEO, Ross Smith, points to “Philip’s 

experience as chair of Abbotsleigh, his commitment to the Christian gospel, and – it’s clear to me already, 
even in this short period of time – his focus on strategic growth of the organisation”.
Regarding the corporation’s growth, Mr Smith adds that it “has been reasonably consistent over time 

but if you went back 20 years, there’d only be a few schools. Now we have 19 schools and campuses, 
14,500 students and more than 2000 staff.
“What those numbers really illustrate is the extent of the resources we have stewardship over. So the 

challenge for our board is how do we deploy those resources strategically and intentionally to meet the 
gospel needs of the communities served by our schools?”
Mr Bell is well aware of the strategic importance of his new role and is enthusiastic about the oppor-

tunities the corporation’s schools have to guide and nurture students. 
He lists three ideals for any child growing up today: a loving and supportive family environment, a “broad 

education that challenges them, encourages them and helps them to develop their abilities” and being 
introduced to the God of the Bible and developing a relationship with Jesus.
“Anglican schools can do two of these things, and they do this every day, and have an influence on the 

first one,” he says. “When I look at those things I see the real impetus for what we do – we’re develop-
ing the next generation, the Christian leaders for the future. We model that through our Christian staff 
and also through what we do. Developing leaders... servant leaders.”
He adds that he, together with other members of the corporation’s board, are “custodians” of their roles. 
“Many people have gone before us and, God willing, many people will come after us. It’s our responsi-

bility at this time to be the best we can be... to help grow the kingdom.”

Moves at the Anglican 
Schools Corporation

THE BOARD OF THE SYDNEY DIOCESAN 
Secretariat, the body which provides professional ser-
vices and parish support to the Diocese, has chosen 
John Pascoe (right) as its new chairman.
A Sydney accountant who also serves on Standing 

Committee, Mr Pascoe has been acting in the role 
since the resignation of SDS’s previous chairman, Ross 
Smith. Mr Smith is now CEO of the Anglican Schools 
Corporation. 
Mr Pascoe, who attends St Andrew’s Cathedral with 

his family, has a long history of service to the Diocese 
on boards and committees and has been a member of 
the SDS board since 2009. 
The secretariat exists to support the mission of the 

Diocese, and provides services such as financial and 
investment management, corporate secretarial, legal 
and property oversight, as well as information tech-
nology and human resources.  
“John has been a faithful and effective member of SDS and the broader Diocese for many years,” says 

the CEO of SDS, Robert Wicks. “His appointment as chair brings the necessary experience and continu-
ity to steer SDS during a period of change and renewal.”
Mr Pascoe told Southern Cross that, “It is a privilege to have been elected to this role and I look forward 

to serving the Lord in this way. It is an exciting time for SDS as we seek to help diocesan organisations 
and parishes through the increasingly complex environment in which we find ourselves.”

New chairman for SDS

ANGLICARE SYDNEY IS CONTINUING TO EXPAND 
its aged care services with the addition to its fold of 
Ark Health Care.
The 110-resident aged care home in Parramatta, 

which had been struggling with compliance issues, 
came under the Anglicare umbrella on July 9. 
The corporate executive general manager at Anglicare, 

Ross Pendlebury (right), says a specialist team from 
the organisation is working through these compliance 
issues, ensuring there is minimal disruption to resi-
dents’ lives and they are safe and well cared for.
The team will continue to work with care staff at the 

home throughout its re-accreditation process until full 
accreditation is achieved in the coming months. 
“The situation must be unsettling for everyone con-

cerned,” Mr Pendlebury says. “So we will be meeting 
with staff, residents and their families to reassure 
them, and explain Anglicare’s plans for the home.
“Our expert clinical care, lifestyle, pastoral care and compliance teams, [already] working closely with 

existing staff members, have been well received. Many of the care staff have provided positive feedback 
with the support they are now receiving.
“Our priority is that every resident feels safe, is always valued and treated with dignity and respect. 

We also want to ensure the care staff feel supported so they can focus on providing for the needs of 
the residents.”

Anglicare’s Ark
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MISSION NEWS

YOUTHWORKS’ YEAR 13 STUDENTS HAVE RETURNED FROM THEIR ANNUAL MONTH-LONG MIS-
sion in Fiji, where they have worked with churches, taught Scripture and undetaken ministry with children, 
teens and in women’s refuges. 
While the team gets extensively trained in Australia, each member is given the opportunity to try new 

experiences such as interacting with people much older than themselves, running youth or kids’ clubs 
and sharing their testimony with adults. It’s a life-changing experience for both the Year 13s and the 
Fijians they come into contact with. 
Misha Taylor, one of the students from this year’s trip, describes the joy the Fijians have from their 

trust in Jesus. She is amazed by the extent the Fijians saturate their conversation with Jesus and show 
incredible joy during praise and worship. 
“It’s so encouraging to see how little they have, yet they are so so so joyous in Christ,” she says. “Many 

of the older women say how they used to be poor in possessions but are now rich in Christ.”
She describes seeing that kind of change among the Fijians, even in the short time they were there, 

with young boys who barely spoke English learning that “Jesus is God’s promised king” or that “Jesus 
loves everyone”. 
Harry Knox had the opportunity to speak to kids from the Ba Boys home. These boys aren’t able to live 

with their parents, but have the opportunity to study and learn about God. He was personally encour-
aged by the faith of a boy named Isaac who, despite intense hardship, could be confident in God’s love: 
“No matter what happens, God will look after us”. 
LEARNING TO QUESTION
Fijians are culturally Christian and this can often be melded with family tradition, leading to confusion 
about how Jesus wants people to live. 
Henry Pascoe is another Year 13 student who was part of the mission. He was challenged by these cul-

tural differences: “It was tough to know how to handle them biblically, and know what is from culture 
and what is from the Bible.” 
One of the issues missions in Fiji face is that Fijian culture treats speakers with very high regard, which 

can lead to people being led astray by false preachers. One of the key messages emphasised by Year 
13 this year was the importance of exploring the Bible for yourself and that you can trust the Bible as 
God’s truth and authority. 
Nevertheless, Mr Pascoe reflects on the joy of worshipping the same God together. “It is incredible to 

think that the same God is listening to all of us, answering each of us according to his will, as our loving 
Father,” he says. “I have loved seeing how God is at work in Fiji, bringing everything under the lordship 
of Christ. 
“God is our Father, and he truly cares for his children.” 

THE BIGGER PICTURE 
Year 13 emphasises that these mission trips aim to partner with local Fijians. Each program the students 
help run works through existing churches or organisations. The team is honoured to be invited back to 
Fiji each year and is passionate about seeing God change people over time.
  Miss Taylor says that while it is sad to leave the people they get to know over the weeks on mission, it 
is a relief to know Year 13 will be returning next year. To her, it is essential that the gospel continues to 
be spoken into the lives of Fijians.
   She says that, over the years, Year 13 has seen the fruit of this long-term relationship. Students vis-
ited a new Fijian village this year and met a woman who had prayed for three years that a Year 13 group 
would come to them, since she first heard about the mission. 

One month, eternal impact

HOW YOU CAN PRAY FOR FIJI 
• Pray that God will reveal his truth to Fijians and that they will trust the authority 
of the Bible, reading and questioning everything for themselves.

• Pray for the children and women in particular who are drastically affected by 
poverty, abuse and neglect. Pray that God would continue to provide for them and 
they would be able to learn about him. 

• Pray for the continued strong relationship between Year 13 and the Fijian 
churches they partner with – that many would come to believe and trust in Jesus 
through this. 

Learning: Fijian kids enjoy the visit of the Year 13 students.
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WORLD NEWS

A WORKER AT THE HOME COMPOUND OF NIGERIAN ARCHBISHOP BEN KWASHI HAS BEEN KILLED 
as the incoming GAFCON secretary was confronted by violence on his return from Jerusalem.
Archbishop Kwashi was named as the new secretary of the movement on the last day of the 2018 Global 

Anglican Future Conference (GAFCON) late in June. He replaces Archbishop Peter Jensen, who leaves 
the post in January 2019. 
However, no sooner had Archbishop Kwashi returned 

to the city of Jos than his home was attacked. His 
neighbour, Adamu Dung, went outside to investigate 
a disturbance and was shot for flashing a torch at 
thieves who stole 11 of the archbishop’s herd of cattle. 
Archbishop Kwashi lives in a compound where he and 

his wife Gloria care for 54 orphans in their home and 
hundreds more in a feeding program. The archbishop 
paid tribute to Mr Dung: “He had a wife and children, 
living in an uncompleted house of his own. The doors 
and windows waiting to be bought to be fixed. He had 
hopes of finishing his house and living peacefully with 
his family.
“He is no threat – [just] an ordinary citizen struggling 

with life and doing every honest job to make ends 
meet. When I saw the widow and the house I could not help myself, my tears flowed freely and my heart 
shattered.” The killing was part of wider attacks on Christian villagers in Nigeria’s Plateau State, in which 
more than 200 people have been killed.
Later, at a church service, Archbishop Kwashi told the congregation that persecution would not stop 

Christian work in the area. 
“They do kill some of us, but those who are alive just continue and, like I’ve always said, we will not 

wait for persecution to stop before we preach the gospel,” he says. “We just keep preaching. If we die, 
we die preaching. If we live, we continue the job. So, we are in a very good business that killing cannot 
stop, money cannot buy and nothing can stop.” 
The archbishop is about to shoulder more responsibility in the GAFCON movement, with which he has 

been involved since it began in 2008. He will overlap with the outgoing secretary Dr Peter Jensen, who 
was one of the prime movers behind the first conference in Jerusalem. 
Dr Jensen was recognised with a thunderous standing ovation on the final day of the conference. One 

of his final public duties was to announce the formation of number of networks including church plant-
ing, evangelism, youth work and development. 
The other leadership announcement was that in April 2019, at the beginning of the next Primates’ 

Council meeting, Archbishop Foley Beach will officially take over as chairman of GAFCON. Archbishop 
Beach succeeds Archbishop Nicholas Okoh, Primate of all Nigeria, who will retire next year. 
The Primates’ Council includes the leaders of provinces that comprise the majority of the Anglican 

Communion, all of whom brought delegations to the Jerusalem conference. Archbishop Beach said the 
announcement on networks made by Dr Jensen was crucial.
“Hopefully through the networks and through the leadership that’s been raised up, we will be effective 

at not just having an exciting event for an occasion but... we’ll be doing the work day by day, hour by 
hour in our provinces,” he said.
Archbishop Kwashi echoed his colleague’s enthusiasm: “The clarity that the Primates’ Council is giving 

to the church is a big gift to the church – not only Anglican but worldwide,” he says. “I think that the 
conference is gathering momentum, not because of its numbers, but because of the Spirit of the Lord... 
and the consistency of putting the Bible at the centre.” 
Archbishop Beach says the next nine months will be a time of transition.
“Archbishop Kwashi begins his role in January and I begin at the primates’ meeting in April. So we’ll use 

this time to plan and figure out exactly what our roles are going to entail. Because both of us have busy 
jobs as well. The ministries we have are very important, but we know that God is leading and we’re going 
to trust in him to provide all we need to accomplish the task.” 

Violence flashes around 
new GAFCON leader

The next step: new GAFCON secretary Archbishop Ben Kwashi (left and below with his wife Gloria) embraces the new 
chairman of GAFCON, Archbishop Foley Beach. 

THE WORK OF CONSOLIDATING NETWORKS HAS BEGUN AFTER THE LARGEST ANGLICAN GATH-
ering for 50 years ended in Jerusalem in June with a statement in the form of a “Letter to the Churches”.
GAFCON 2018 was the third Global Anglican Future Conference and required Jerusalem’s International 

Convention Centre to house almost 2000 delegates from 50 countries, including 316 bishops, 669 other 
clergy and 965 laity. 
The statistics of the meeting were staggering, with more than three-quarters of a million social media 

interactions and more than five million viewers through Nigerian TV and internet live streaming,
Speakers included Singapore’s Archbishop Rennis Ponniah, the Rev Mike Raiter from Australia and 

Ugandan Archbishop Stanley Ntgali.
Behind the conference is a structure which includes a Council of Primates and a permanent secretariat 

(see leadership changes story on page 13). The Primates have already recognised the Anglican Church in 
North America and, for the first time, GAFCON 2018 saw the attendance of five bishops from the newly 
created Anglican Church in Brazil.
Both these provinces began after aggressive revisionism and liberalism in The Episcopal Church forced 

Bible-believing congregations to leave (see “Counting the cost” on the opposite page).
Following the tradition of the original conference in Jerusalem in 2008 and the second GAFCON in Nairobi 

in 2013, the conference statement was the result of consultation with all delegates.
Archbishop Glenn Davies, who chaired the statement drafting group, said the unanimous approval of 

the final draft was moving.
“It brought tears to my eyes,” Dr Davies said. “It was a great joy and a great exercise in listening to the 

delegates at the conference here. We spent a lot of time working through the material, which we pre-
sented in draft form so that the whole conference owned this statement. It’s a Letter to the Churches 
of who we are, and invites faithful Anglicans to join us in this great endeavour.”
The Primate of Rwanda, Archbishop Laurent Mbanda, who read the letter to the conference, described 

it as “an exciting moment”. 
“It is unbelievable to see how people have come together for the proclamation of Christ to the nations,” 

he said. “Having tears in my eyes made it very difficult for me to read, but then the response of the peo-
ple in the crowd was even more uplifting and was an excitement of a lifetime.” 
The tone of the letter was described as “respectful, but firm”.
“To proclaim the gospel, we must first defend the gospel against threats from without and within,” the 

letter said. “We testify to the extraordinary blessings on this conference, which leads us to call upon 
God even more, that the Anglican Communion may become a mighty instrument in the hand of God for 
the salvation of the world. 
“We invite all faithful Anglicans to join us in this great enterprise of proclaiming Christ faithfully to the 

nations.”
Nine networks have been formed including church planting, evangelism, youth work and development.
“In the world into which we go to proclaim the gospel, we shall encounter much which will need us to 

walk in paths of righteousness and mercy (Hosea 2:19; Micah 6:8),” the letter continued. “We commit 
to encouraging each other to give strength to the persecuted, a voice to the voiceless, advocacy for the 
oppressed, protection of the vulnerable – especially women and children – generosity to the poor, and 
continuing the task of providing excellent education and health care. As appropriate, we encourage the 
formation of other networks to assist in addressing these issues.”
Speaking on the conference’s internet live stream the Bishop of Tasmania, Richard Condie, said, “I think 

the statement gives us not only that biblical frame around the gospel but the missional edge, the for-
ward push, so that we are proclaiming Christ and making sure that that the mission of Christ continues. 
“We, the Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans, along with EFAC [the Evangelical Fellowship in the Anglican 

Church], are holding a conference in September this year in Australia to do just that – to talk about the 
unchanging gospel in a changing world – hoping to equip the Australian church in this mission.”
In a statement after the conference GAFCON’s outgoing chairman, Archbishop Nicholas Okoh of Nigeria, 

answered critics who claimed the movement was seceding from the Anglican Communion. 
“We are reforming by creating new global structures where necessary, such as the Synodical Council, 

and by commending biblically principled engagement with the old structures,” Archbishop Okoh said in 
his July letter. “The question is not staying or leaving, but will the leadership of the Anglican Communion 
be self-serving or gospel-serving? The spread of the gospel requires the authenticity of the gospel. 
“It has been said that at our Jerusalem conference, GAFCON has come of age. I believe that is true... 

we represent the clear majority of active Anglicans globally, we are putting in place the structures that 
will enable faithful gospel proclamation throughout the world and we are adding new provinces to the 
Communion.
“We are not leaving and we will not cease until the Anglican Communion has become fit for the great 

purpose of proclaiming God’s gospel.”

GAFCON ends with 
“Letter to the Churches”

GAFCON’s statement session on the final day of the conference.  photo: Jessie Parks

“Stand firm”: Anglican Media’s Russell Powell interviews Anne and Matt Kennedy at GAFCON.

ABIBLE-BELIEVING CONGREGATION WAS EJECTED FROM ITS NEW YORK BUILDING BY THE 
Episcopal Church, which then subsidised its conversion into a mosque. 
The story sounds unbelievable in a Christian denomination but it was all too true for the Rev Matt 

Kennedy and his wife Anne, who told of their experiences at GAFCON 2018, in a special session on per-
secution titled “Counting the Cost”. 
The Kennedys spoke of how they were treated as The Episcopal Church in the US slipped further into 

theological liberalism. Many orthodox dioceses, including Sydney, have now declared they are out of 
communion with The Episcopal Church and have affiliated with the Anglican Church in North America. 
The Kennedys described how, straight from college, they were sent to a small church in the blue-collar 

area of Binghamton in New York state. 
“We started Bible studies, we started preaching and we grew to about 60 or so,” Matt Kennedy said. 

“Then in 2003, our bishop, along with the majority of the bishops in The Episcopal Church, voted to con-
secrate Gene Robinson who was a partnered homosexual man. 
“We decided we could not go along with that, so the very next Sunday I preached a sermon about sex-

uality in the Gospel. The next week, we shrank to about 35 people. But it was actually a blessing because 
we had a base from which to begin to grow – and we did. We grew and people were coming into our 
church who had never heard the gospel, hearing it for the first time and believing.” 
As relations with the denomination became more strained, the congregation decided, in conscience, to 

withdraw. In 2006 they started negotiations to buy the church building and leave The Episcopal Church. 
The price discussed was $150,000. 
“Our name was on the deed, but he [the Bishop] was claiming that it was diocesan property,” Mr Kennedy 

said. “So we had this kind of protocol worked out... it was a good price [for the diocese]. Ultimately, when 
the time came, [the bishop] decided not to honour the protocol and, in fact, he filed a lawsuit requiring 
us to leave the building. 
“As a small church in a working-class town, we didn’t have enough resources to just leave and go some-

where else. So we decided to defend ourselves legally. It was a very difficult time.” 
In 2009, at the end of a two-year legal battle, the congregation lost. “My attorney called us up and said 

the way the ruling is written, the sheriff could show up at your doorstep today and tell you and the kids 
to leave, and they can take possession of the church right now,” Mr Kennedy told the conference. “So 
everybody scrambled. We started packing up the house, packing up the church, getting all the posses-
sions that we owned out of there.”
Added Anne Kennedy: “It was horrible. But the church was very gracious. They packed everything up 

for us in a few days.” 
Despite persecution from the denomination they had worked for, the local Roman Catholic priest was 

more generous. As the Catholic churches in the area were merging, they offered a building as a tempo-
rary home and eventually, the congregation bought both the former Catholic church and the rectory. 
The final chapter came a year later when Mr Kennedy was driving past his old church building. 
“I saw a crane was taking off the cross from the steeple,” he said. “One of the local Muslim leaders 

who I’d known before, also an Imam, was standing there and I said, ‘Hi, what’s going on?’ He said, ‘We 
bought this property’. We talked for a little bit and then I asked him if he would tell me how much he 
paid and he said $50,000.” 
Given that the congregation’s offer was three times that and was refused, it meant The Episcopal 

Church had essentially subsidised Islamic work in the area, rather than a Bible-believing congregation, 
by at least $100,000. 
The Kennedys are humble in describing what got them through such trials. “I wish I could say ‘mighty 

faith power’ and that we were so strong,” Matt Kennedy said. “But no, I don’t have a lot of faith. I’m the 
guy who would sink really fast in the water if Jesus told me to come out of the boat. What kept me sane 
was the fact that the pastor who brought me to faith had drilled into my head that you need to read 
your Bible every morning and you need to be praying every morning. But also, along the way, we kept 
coming to these moments of doubt. Did we really do the right thing?” 
Anne Kennedy said they gained strength by facing these doubts. 
“At each of those points, which sometimes were weekly, sometimes daily, we just persisted in look-

ing backwards at our first moment,” she said. “Each time we looked at it, we knew there was no other 
option. We had to leave. We had to protect the congregation in our care. So each time we looked back, 
we were strengthened and could take a few steps forward.” 
The couple has advice for others who might face similar situations in taking a stand for biblical truth.
“God was extraordinarily merciful and good to us,” Mr Kennedy said. “He’s always merciful and good, 

and he’s going to be merciful and good to you as well. But I don’t think anyone should go into a place 
where you’re risking your building or your life or anything without counting the cost. And recognising 
that God might say, ‘Okay, I want you to lose this time, I want you to suffer this time.’” 
Even so, he would do it again – and had two simple words of advice for those under challenge: “Stand 

firm”.

New York case symbolises 
persecution
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CHANGES

IRVING TO THE HILLS
The senior assistant minister at Figtree Anglican 
Church, the Rev Ron Irving, will leave the par-
ish this month and take up the rectorship of St 
Matthew’s, West Pennant Hills on October 15.
Mr Irving was made a presbyter in 2017 after 

taking part in the “diocesan discernment period” 
over the previous three years but adds, “it was 
also a bit of a journey for me of just working 
out what God wants from me in the next phase 
of ministry.
“There were a lot of questions that my wife 

and I asked ourselves during that time. One of 
the big questions we had to wrestle with was 
that we both believe in long-term ministry... and 
we had to ask God, do you want us to stay here 
as an assistant for another 10-15 years? 
“We could see out our ministry here... and we 

could see a lot of value in that. There are cer-
tainly a lot of good things happening that we 
could build on in that time. Another big question 
was what about the role of senior minister? Is 
that something that we feel under God might 
be the next step? 
“So we feel like this [move] is the culmination 

of a lot of those questions and that thinking, and 
we feel this is the door God’s opened for us.”
Mr Irving has had a number of roles in his 14 

years at Figtree – including a stint in charge of the parish’s creative arts ministry and its work with chil-
dren and youth. For the past couple of years as SAM he has been Figtree’s “executive” minister, with 
responsibility for supervising most of the staff as well as overseeing the parish’s discipleship and mission.
He describes his most recent role as “absolutely fantastic for my own training and development” – add-

ing that with each job he has undertaken he has grown in skills “I would never have learned otherwise”. 
He and his wife Julie have done a lot of work together in areas such as young adults ministry and 

marriage courses. She has also been director of St Luke’s Preschool in Dapto for more than a decade, 
which is linked to the local Anglican Church and has consciously sought to make connections with the 
surrounding community 
Mr Irving describes Julie as “a very significant leader in her own right”, yet says that while he has “a 

fairly defined job to walk into” at St Matt’s, Julie’s role is unknown. Yet both are looking forward to the 
opportunity of working in ministry together. 
“In every sense of what an adventure is, that is what this is going to be,” he says. 
“We don’t know what’s going to happen next. You literally don’t even know people’s names and have 

to get to know them and build that trust as well as a sense of vision and direction for where St Matt’s 
is to go under God over the next five to 10 years. 
“That’s something we’re both excited about and feel the weight of as well.” 
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LETTERS

Letters should be less than 200 words.
newspaper@anglicanmedia.com.au
PO Box W185, Parramatta Westfield 2150

SINGLE, PURPOSE
I read Dani Treweek’s article on singleness (SC, July) with 
a profound sense of relief. She articulated how singletons 
such as myself feel second class in church (and wider soci-
ety). Scripture is totally clear: being single frees you up for 
the work of the Lord. It is arguably a better state! Yet that is 
not the wider belief of many Christians.  
Not since the beloved John Chapman went to be with Jesus 

have I felt so heard. I hope there are more instalments of 
this series in future editions. I’d particularly love her to artic-
ulate some ways the church can better welcome and include 
single Christians in broader family life and communities. I 
know I love being included as a “surrogate aunt” in family 
outings and holidays.

Georgina Barratt-See 
Croydon Park

I appreciated Dani Treweek’s thoughtful article on how sin-
gle people can live out their life fully in Christ within the 
wider congregation, and what some of the related implica-
tions are for those who are already married.
From the limited experience I have within parish circles, I 

wanted to offer three pastoral considerations:
1. When conducting a wedding and delivering the homily, I 

find that it is helpful to speak of the couple as now finding 
a complement in one another, rather than now being com-
plete, which falsely suggests that, instead of in Jesus, only 
in marriage do our lives become whole.

2. It is common for churches to speak of (and advertise) 
themselves as being a family, whereas the New Testament 
gravitates towards describing the local gathering as a 
household. The use of family language, I feel, puts a 
potential relational burden on the congregation’s shoul-
ders that the Scriptures don’t anticipate or necessarily 
demand.

3. Whether because of lack of time or the assured stock-
pile of accessible stories, preachers and teachers easily 
default to using sermon illustrations about their spouses 
and children, which, although guaranteed to elicit a smile 
or a laugh, can easily sideline singles and make them feel 
as if they are missing out. A little consideration that draws 
upon the whole spectrum of human social life – not just 
wedlock – is helpful when engaged in the ministry of the 
word.

Ultimately, it is helpful to be reminded that our final 
Christian, corporate destiny is one in which we, “who are 
considered worthy of taking part in the resurrection from 
the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage” [cf. 
Luke 20:35].             

The Rev Peter Waterhouse
Craigieburn (Vic) 

Many people think they already understand singleness, 
but this assumption is just that – an assumption. I’m really 
thankful that there is now a voice for singles within the 
church. One that’s not bitter or unbiblical but honest, well 
researched and upholds the goodness of marriage and 
singleness.

Jess Khor
North Lambton

I read Dani Treweek’s article with interest and, as one who 
falls into the singleness category, I have some thoughts to 
share.
Does one feel secure once they have given the vows in 

marriage and are settled? Is that same sense of security 
not evident in singles if God is our refuge and strength? Is 
God’s providence to make Christians wise, godly and right-
eous being undermined by the Church’s views on singleness? 
These are all good questions to ask. 

Serving in the church generally, out of a sense of duty and 
cheerfully, applies to everybody. Contentment is required in 
any situation, whether challenging or joyous in church life. 
Refer to Paul’s comment on contentment in Philippians 

4:11-12. This may be difficult for singles to swallow if we are 
insensitive or pluck verses from the Scriptures hoping this 
will go a long way to resolving the problems we face, but 
the Philippians verses apply to everybody at the local par-
ish level. And Jesus’ words in Matthew 6:25-27 on “worrying 
about life” – clothes, food, shelter – may not encourage 
singles to relish contentment if they feel abandoned by their 
church!
Fostering godly relationships is a step in the right direction. 

But how does this work? By taking an interest in people? Yet 
who has never felt unwelcomed by others or felt they’ve not 
been given quality time in their local church environment? 
This may hit a nerve for both married and divorced people. 
Quality time means not out of duty or selfishness, but taking 
a genuine interest in people.
So what does a single man, who has never married and is 

over 50 years of age, do for contentment in a congregation 
where he worships with young married couples who are 
blessed with babies, preschoolers and primary-aged chil-
dren? What things does that single man have in common 
with them? 
Am I being selfish? And yes, this dilemma has been dis-

cussed and prayed about with another person. 
Does helping out (being busy) in or after services make you 

forget your status and find peace? The issue of selfishness 
creeps into this question as well, as there is nothing wrong 
with the make-up of this congregation, which has been 
blessed by the spiritual growth of hearts and minds, godly 
marriages and godly parents.
Paul feels that being single is better in order to serve and 

honour God effectively (1 Corinthians 7). Certainly, the sin-
gle Christian does not have the same commitments in life 
as someone with a spouse or family, so this means the local 
parish can benefit if that person has time to serve – which is 
right and proper.
Yet singles have commitments to family, work, neigh-

bours and flatmates. Single parents of children also matter 
in God’s eyes, yet they can often be neglected or snubbed. 
Others, both married and single, who work very hard (paid 
or unpaid), may not have the time to also serve the church. 
This may seem selfish. I am guilty of this. But God gives wis-
dom to all in how one lives their life.
Finally, I have not had much exposure to sermons on mar-

riage and singleness because the local parish has priorities 
in its teaching series, so thank you for your research and 
informing us.

Name witheld
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ESSAY

ALMOST 1700 YEARS AGO – ON JUNE 20, 325AD – 318 BISHOPS CONCLUDED A VERY SIGNIFICANT 
meeting. They had gathered in Nicaea because errors had arisen in the church which were so profound 
that they undermined the very foundation of the Christian message.
Those bishops renounced the heresies and upheld orthodox Christian doctrine, which had been revealed 

by God through the Scriptures. 
On June 22, 2018, 316 bishops (along with 669 other clergy and 965 laity), concluded another very signifi-

cant meeting. They gathered in Jerusalem because errors had arisen in the church which were so profound 
that they undermined the very foundation of the Christian message. Those delegates renounced the her-
esies and upheld orthodox Christian doctrine, which had been revealed by God through the Scriptures. 
Those in Jerusalem were gathered from around the Anglican Communion and represented the majority 

of that fellowship. But as this was the third GAFCON that has been held, a justifiable question is whether 
this conference will make any lasting difference in the way the conference at Nicaea did?
In order to answer that question, it is worth understanding the context in which this movement has 

arisen. The Anglican Communion is a global fellowship of churches that shares a common heritage with 
the Church of England. Ministers and missionaries went out from England to proclaim the gospel and 
they established churches around the world according to the biblical doctrine and liturgy that was the 
bedrock of the English church.
As the number of churches sharing this heritage increased, means were sought to demonstrate the 

fellowship of shared history, doctrine and mission. Four Instruments of Communion were established 
to facilitate fellowship. The Archbishop of Canterbury, by leading the most ancient diocese in England 
(established in 597AD), was the first Instrument, privileged to be charged with facilitating fellowship.
In 1867 Archbishop Longley held the first Lambeth Conference of Anglican bishops because many had 

raised concerns about false teaching in some churches. Although there was likely no intention for this 
to become a regular meeting, the Lambeth Conference began to be held every decade and became a 
source of fostering fellowship.
A hundred years later, two further Instruments were established so there could be more regular consul-

tation. In 1968, the Anglican Consultative Council was created to share wisdom and encourage members 
in mission. In 1979 the first Anglican Communion Primates’ Meeting was held for leaders of large groups 
of dioceses (provinces) to meet and prayerfully discuss issues facing the churches. 
These four Instruments were not established to be the basis of unity among Anglicans. Rather, they 

were developed to foster the international fellowship that arose from the existing unity of history, doc-
trine and mission. Three of the four Instruments are fairly novel in the history of Anglicanism – indeed, 
two have begun in living memory of most of the current bishops. They have no intrinsic value in and of 
themselves but are only valuable so long as they foster the fellowship in Christ which is the basis of the 
Anglican Communion.
Unfortunately, towards the end of last century, some of the churches began to move away from the 

biblical and doctrinal basis of Anglican unity. At the 1998 Lambeth Conference these churches sought to 
validate their departure from scriptural norms by seeking the endorsement of the conference, particu-
larly in relation to human sexuality. However, led by the then Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, 
the Lambeth Conference overwhelmingly rejected the heterodox suggestion and affirmed the biblical 
doctrine upon which Anglican unity had always been based. 
Lambeth Resolution 1.10 from 1998 made clear that “in view of the teaching of Scripture” the confer-

ence upheld the Christian doctrine of “faithfulness in marriage between a man and a woman in lifelong 
union” and affirmed “abstinence is right for those not called to marriage”. 
In this Resolution the Instruments declared again the fellowship of global Anglicanism was rooted in 

biblical truth. For the schismatics this was an intolerable defeat and they went on to blatantly defy the 
Instruments of Communion. At this point, fellowship was tragically broken because the basis of fellow-
ship was no longer shared.
Making matters worse, as the new century commenced the Instruments of Communion began to 

behave as though they were the basis of Anglican unity. Rather than facilitating a fellowship based on 
the underlying unity of biblical doctrine as they had been designed, they included in their fellowship 
those who had rejected that doctrinal basis and rebelled against the previous resolutions in its favour. 
Furthermore, they would not include some faithful Anglicans who bravely chose to stand against the 

schismatics’ rejection of biblical Christianity. The rhetoric from those in authority declared that being 
Anglican amounted to “recognition” by the Archbishop of Canterbury and attending certain conferences 
rather than sharing in a common history, doctrine and mission. In taking this position the Instruments 
of Communion defaulted on their mandate and nullified their purpose. 
As the invitations went out for the 2008 Lambeth Conference, those who remained faithful to the 

biblical doctrines that were the basis of Anglican unity found the Instruments of Communion were 
being employed to condone fundamental disunity. By including schismatics in fellowship with orthodox 
Anglicans and claiming that unity was a result of attending the same conferences, the Instruments of 
Communion had become a conceited phantasm.
This was called out for the fallacy that it is and GAFCON was born. In 2008 the first GAFCON arrived at 

the Jerusalem Declaration, which was a statement reaffirming what it means to be an orthodox Anglican. 
Paradoxically those who had betrayed the basis of Anglican unity began ridiculing the orthodox Anglicans 
as schismatics. 
Nevertheless, fidelity to the gospel compelled the GAFCON movement forward and a deep spiritual 

unity – the kind of unity the Instruments of Communion were supposed to foster – was cultivated. The 
GAFCON movement continued to call upon the Instruments of Communion to fulfil the mandate they 
had been created for. 
Unfortunately, in the decade since the first GAFCON there has been no indication that the Instruments 

of Communion will return from their usurpation of the basis of unity being in shared history, doctrine 
and mission. Rather, they continue to contend falsely that they are the basis of Anglican unity. 
GAFCON 2018 marks a significant turning point in the history of Anglicanism. The conference was not 

only the largest international gathering of Anglicans in the past 50 years but represented the majority 
of the Anglican Communion. In the final statement from the conference the movement reiterated its 
earlier calls for schismatics to submit to the authority of the Bible and the Instruments of Communion 
to return to the purposes they were established for. 
But the legacy of GAFCON 2018 will be more than a reiteration of orthodox Anglicanism and a call for 

schismatics to return. In a highly significant move the conference endorsed the establishment of several 
networks that will foster the fellowship between Anglicans who share a unity of history, doctrine and 
mission. Nine networks were established including networks for theological education, youth and chil-
dren’s ministry – and, all importantly, mission and evangelism. 
In this way, GAFCON 2018 has effectively declared that the mission of the church is too urgent and 

important to indefinitely wait for errant churches and corrupt fellowship structures to fulfil their orig-
inal purposes. These new global networks will deepen the fellowship and expand the mission of those 
who share unity in Christ.
Under God, the new communion structures that GAFCON has endorsed hold great promise and there 

is good reason to be hopeful about the future of Anglicanism. Of course, it is desired that the original 
Instruments and the errant churches will return to their purpose, but now whether they do or not is 
quite irrelevant to the future of global Anglicanism. 
Some within the GAFCON movement, out of love, will continue to engage with the old structures and 

call for repentance. Others will see participation as a validation of a false fellowship and will choose to 
not be involved. Either way, the fellowship and unity of global Anglicanism will grow as the majority of 
the Church gets on with mission and partnership in the gospel through the newly established networks.
Those familiar with the history of the 4th century will know that the struggle for upholding orthodox 

truth did not end with the Council of Nicaea. Indeed, bishops like Athanasius spent the rest of their lives 
contending for the doctrine that had been agreed to. But Nicaea was a significant turning point. Not 
only was biblical truth upheld but a creed was agreed upon that would propagate that truth through 
the churches. 
Similarly, those in the GAFCON movement will need to continue contending for the truth, but I think 

it is fair to call this a significant turning point. Not only has biblical truth been upheld; now, a means of 
deepening the fellowship of those who are united in sharing that truth with a lost world has also been 
established. 
The Apostle Paul thanked God for partnership in the gospel. GAFCON 2018 is a cause for great thank-

fulness to God.
The Rev Dr Ed Loane lectures in theology and church history at Moore College and attended GAFCON 2018 in June.

A turning point in Anglicanism

Ed Loane

Service on Jerusalem’s temple steps at GAFCON.  photo: Stephen Nelson

Well-considered essays (700-word maximum) in response to issues raised by SC can be emailed to:
newspaper@anglicanmedia.com.au
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Generously 
showing 
generosity

ARCHBISHOP WRITES

A PRAYER FOR MISSION 2020
Our heavenly Father, fill our lives with the fruit of your Spirit, so that we may walk in 
joyful obedience, share your love by word and deed, and see Christ honoured in every 
community as Lord and Saviour.
Amen

Dr Glenn Davies

THE FILM PAY IT FORWARD WAS NOT A GREAT BOX OFFICE SUCCESS, EARNING ONLY A 
modest return for its producers in 2000. Yet the concept of the film had a good feel and was 
full of optimism. 

A schoolteacher places a challenge before his Year 7 students to think of an idea that 
would change the world. One of his pupils takes up this challenge and suggests that the 

world would be better if one person did an unsolicited good deed to three strangers, then they in turn 
would be inspired to do the same to three other strangers and thus “pay it forward”. The geometric 
progression of such random acts of generosity over time would have a beneficial effect upon a whole 
society. 

Alas, the critics did not always feel the same glow that the film wished to evoke in its viewers, as 
evidenced by Roger Ebert’s dismissive review: Someone does you a good turn. You pass it on to three 
other people. They pass it on. Moreover, what a wonderful world this will be. That is the theory behind Pay 
It Forward, a movie that might have been more entertaining if it did not believe it. It is a seductive theory, 
but in the real world, altruism is less powerful than selfishness, greed, nepotism, xenophobia, tribalism and 
paranoia. If you doubt me, take another look at the front pages.

The word “generosity” does not appear in English translations of the Bible, but the concept is readily 
conveyed by the language of kindness, goodness and love. In fact, each of these is named in Paul’s list 
of nine characteristics of the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5. 

That the apostle describes them as “fruit” of the Spirit, rather than “fruits” of the Spirit, suggests 
that each of these virtues ought to characterise the Christian life: love, joy peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. We cannot pick and choose by saying: “I have joy and 
peace, but neither patience nor self-control”. Rather, Paul is inviting his readers to consider if they 
truly have the Spirit, for if they do, then his presence will be redolent in their lives displaying all nine 
virtues. 

The Spirit of which he speaks is the Spirit of the ascended Christ: those who abide in him will bear 
much fruit (John 15:5). It is not a bad test, therefore, to ask those closest to you if they see the fruit of 
the Spirit in your life – specifically ask them if they see each of these nine virtues.

Generosity ought to characterise Christian lives, displaying the Spirit’s fruit of kindness, goodness 
and love. Yet it needs to be intentional. This is not the same as being forced or coerced to perform 
acts of generosity – or worse, to do so out of guilt. Rather it is to reflect and display our heavenly 
Father’s generous love, as we have seen it in his bounty towards us in Christ. 

In many discipleship courses, a high regard is placed upon the number of times we share our faith, 
yet I wonder if we value as highly the number of times we perform acts of generosity, of kindness, 
gentleness and love. 

Recently at a church, I listened to a gentleman describe how he had walked past a person in the 
street asking for some money. He had initially walked on, but remembered the sermon on the good 
Samaritan the previous Sunday, so he turned back and gave the man all the small change he had in his 
pocket. An act of kindness. 

In the same conversation a lady recounted how, at a train terminal overseas, she was trying to buy 
a ticket from the machine when a complete stranger came up and helped her, even inserting his own 
money into the machine. Before she could thank him and return his money, he was gone. Yet, three 
weeks later, she was at the same terminal and saw a person having the same difficulty as she had 
experienced, so she quickly offered her assistance and gave the man the money for the ticket. An act 
of kindness.

Acts of generosity, however, are not only acts of financial giving but the attitudes we display to oth-
ers. Whether it be in our family, our church, our workplace or on public transport, we can show forth 
the fruit of the Spirit in our behaviour. This may be a word of encouragement, a smile on our face, a 
loving response to criticism, patiently giving of our time to others in need – to all people, not just our 
fellow Christians.

Such acts of generosity can make a difference in the world, seeking no honour or reward other than 
the joy of giving glory to God.

In Peter’s words: “Maintain good conduct among the Gentiles... that they may see your good deeds 
and glorify God on the day of visitation” (1 Peter 2:12).  
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COVER FEATURE

WE PAY PEOPLE TO CLEAN OUR HOUSE AND WALK OUR DOGS, SO WE HAVE 
a way of thinking that says we pay ministry staff to do ministry,” says the Rev 
Archie Poulos. “When life is busy, this is our default. We need to overcome this.”

Poulos has noticed a trend in our churches that concerns him. The mandate 
that all who follow Christ are equipped to minister and serve one another disap-

pears as people try to juggle full calendars, their lives overflowing with events. 
As we work longer hours, commute further distances, try and keep up with everyone and do all 

things, we need to give careful consideration to our commitments. When time is tight, are we using it 
in the best way possible, whether in everyday life or in our ministries? 

Speaking of efficiency and effectiveness when it comes to serving the Lord can make some feel 
nervous but we live in the last days. We know time is short and the task is urgent. How can we be 
sure that we are using our time best for the kingdom of God? Are we involved in worthwhile minis-
tries and using our time effectively for evangelism and edification? 

Poulos, who lectures in ministry and mission at Moore College, says that in the busyness of life peo-
ple need to avoid the “church hall cupboard syndrome” and be sure that what they’re committing their 
time to is the best kingdom work.

“Churches have a history of doing things like the church hall cupboard, where everything that has 
been made or purchased gets stored and no-one knows why it’s there,” he says. “We need to always 
ask questions. All ministries take resources, so ask things like, ‘Should this ministry continue?’ It’s 
worthwhile thinking about particular ministries and where they fit into the wider church organisation.” 

The director of the Centre for Christian Living and co-author of The Trellis and the Vine, the Rev 
Tony Payne, agrees that a healthy assessment of life and ministry is vital when we’re balancing so 
much. He says the key to assessing if a ministry is worthwhile is considering what makes any ministry 
worthwhile. 

“It goes back to convictions about what ministry is,” he says. He defines ministry as speaking God’s 
word in a way that helps people become more like Christ.

So, when it comes to using our time, Payne says we have the freedom in Christ to make assess-
ments about where we can serve and make the most impact for the Lord. 

“We might make a judgement that some ministries are more valuable and effective for us to be 
in,” he says. “It’s a good criteria for thinking about what I can contribute to see the speaking of God’s 
word in the various circles I’m in – such as in my family, in work, in church, in the different opportuni-
ties that are available to me. 

“I have limited time. I’ll try and put it where it does the most good, with the most potential for being 
fruitful. A ministry’s significance should come from how well it nourishes the people of God.” 

It’s important to evaluate the effectiveness of our ministries, because without regular evaluation we 
can find ourselves serving in ways that don’t contribute to the growth and maturing of God’s people. 
However, relying on efficiency as a measure for ministry worthiness can also be misleading. 

Says Mr Payne: “The parable of the sheep is that the Saviour leaves the 99 and chases after the one. 
Sometimes the thing you end up doing may not appear efficient, but is still the thing that God has put 
in front of you. Part of the evaluation is to take a really good look in the mirror and ask, ‘Why am I 
doing this ministry?’”

So, what can it look like to make considered and careful decisions about where and how to serve? 
We spoke to three groups of people to find out how they evaluate the ministries they commit to, and 
when it’s time to take a break. 

“

Ministry in a 
time-poor world

In a society that is constantly 
rushing, how can we best use the 
limited time we have available for 
God’s kingdom, asks Tara Sing.

MEDICINE AND MINISTRY
For shift workers Alan and Joanne Ng, the irregular pattern of each 
week means they have to give careful thought to where and how 
they contribute to church life. For them, this involved changing 
churches. 

“We’d spoken to older friends and family who mentioned that 
when you’re time poor, being close to church and having your church 
family and those you want to minister to within walking distance is 
really helpful,” says Alan Ng, who moved to St Martin’s, Killara with 
his wife shortly after they married. 

In a regular week, the pair of doctors-in-training work four to five 
days in a row doing 10-hour shifts at Hornsby Hospital, followed by 
three to four days off. A tiring and unpredictable roster means they 
needed to be intentional about saying “Yes” to church and ministry life.

“When we were in the Emergency Department, God was really gracious,” Ng says. “We asked not 
to be put on Sundays, which worked out well because people are paid more on a Sunday so others 
wanted those shifts. Even though our shifts were all over the place, we could go to church regularly. 

“We had the conviction that it is important to physically be at church, regardless of how tired or 
run down we are. Particularly, Corinthians talks about a body with different parts, and each is so 
important and has a unique role to help others. For Jo and I, even after a night shift and we’re run 
down, we still want to be there. Jo and I think if we can make the small decisions right, and keep 
church a priority, that will help with the big decisions.”

The couple also had a desire not just to attend church, but to find a way to serve. “We approached 
our minister and he suggested we could do welcoming – that way we could get to know everyone. 
I’m an introverted person. I would have never put my hand up for welcoming, but I guess by God’s 
grace it has kind of worked out,” Ng says with a laugh. 

Their welcoming ministry has more than “kind of” worked out. From their efforts to connect with 
other new people a Saturday morn-
ing Bible study formed, and from 
their Saturday morning Bible study 
the Ngs were able to train a group 
of people to also take responsibility 
for welcoming at church. 

“God brought all of these people 
along, and one of the older guys 
suggested a Saturday morning 
group, [which] has been a plat-
form to share life,” he says. “We do 
Parkrun together, we go out to eat 
and we formed good friendships. 
It was very intuitive for us to ask 
them to help with welcoming, and it 
meant we could do other stuff like 
serve in music, too.” Ministry time that works: Alan and Jo Ng’s Saturday Bible study group.

Jo and Alan Ng

EVALUATE MINISTRY CHOICES
Whether you’ve been serving for a little while, a long while, or haven’t even started yet, 
it’s important to work out if you should continue or take up a ministry. 
Archie Poulos suggests asking yourself the questions below. For them to be the most 
effective, do this while sitting down with a trusted Christian brother or sister who can 
speak the truth to you.
“It’s good to have someone who can be your conversation partner and Christian 
ministry conversation person to keep you honest,” he says. “To have someone either 
say you shouldn’t feel guilty, or to call you out if needed, helps us.” 

1. What are you skilled at and passionate about? 
There’s nothing in life that isn’t under the sovereign hand of God, and every experience 
you have prepares you for what God has for you in the future. Thinking through this will 
also require you knowing your natural dispositions. If you are an innovative thinker, you 
need to work out if you are the person who has an idea but doesn’t follow through. The 
innovators aren’t always the process people, so process people and innovators need to 
team up. When we think of ministries we need to think of teams rather than individuals. 
What skills and passions has God given you that make the team work best?

2. What capacity do you have?
We all live in different sets of relationships and systems. We have responsibilities to 
family, work, church, other people and other commitments. You have to be honest 
about what you are capable of dealing with and how much more you can take on 
board. These things also change with time, so be willing to re-evaluate. What age and 
stage of life are you in? Will you have less time this year than next year? Do you grow 
into a ministry, and do you look for replacements in the future? 

3. Should you do something you are not good at?
So far these questions are selfish. They play to your strengths, abilities and situation, 
which are all good things to consider. But if you make a decision based on that, that’ll 
be the easiest decision to make. Sometimes you need to put yourself out there and 
choose to be sub-optimal for the sake of the gospel. 
Doing something different will take more energy than doing what you’re good at. It 
might involve having conversations with family about the cost of commitment. What 
we need is to make a time for reassessment. 

4. How are you growing spiritually?
All ministry is a gift of God by his Holy Spirit. You need to continually be refreshed in it. 
We need to keep looking at every person in a ministry team to keep growing in Christ. 
Spiritual disciplines are a good measure. Ask yourself how you are going with your 
personal Bible reading and whether you’re being encouraged. It is easy, because of our 
busyness of life, to say “Yes” to urgent tasks that need doing now and forget the things 
that have lasting value.

SHIFT THE FOCUS 
The decision to step out of any ministry 
must be carefully thought out, espe-
cially when that ministry is still seeing 
people come along. Christine and Brian 
Macgeorge’s ESL classes at St Barnabas’, 
Fairfield were effective in teaching 
language skills, but were yet to bring 
people across from them to the church 
community. 

With 13 per cent of Fairfield’s resi-
dents arriving in Australia within the 
past five years, shutting the class seems 
like a strange decision. After trying lots 
of different things, and seeking wis-
dom and help from others, Christine 
Macgeorge says closing the class for the 
time being seemed like the best move 
to make. 

“We wanted to take every opportunity to share the gospel so we included Bible content every 
week,” she says. “We invited people to church and church events and only a small handful actually 
became church members. Those who did were mostly already Christians, by background if not by 
grace.

“2015 and 2016 saw huge numbers of refugees from Iraq and Syria arriving in Fairfield, but we were 
not seeing them at our English class. We wanted to look at how we could effectively reach new 
arrivals and we needed to free ourselves up from the weekly ESL class to be available to do new 
things. I could see their lives were much too chaotic to be able to attend a class at church at a cer-
tain time each week. We needed to reach out to them, not wait for them to come to us.” 

Christine Macgeorge believes that, for Fairfield, this change is the best use of their time and 
energy.

“Life is tough in Fairfield,” she says. “If we want to help refugees we need to work out how best to 
do that. I personally find it easier to stand up in front of a class and teach English but to knock on 
a door and invite someone over, I find that tough. Making friendships and building relationships is 
much tougher and more time consuming than turning up to church each week to teach an ESL class. 
But Anglicare resources people so well, and their resources are excellent. 

“Anglicare is working really well at thinking about how we do this in a Christian way. This doesn’t 
mean that ESL isn’t a worthwhile service to the community, and the individual relationships that 
people can form. That’s when you hear stories of people coming to faith, when a connection is 
made through ESL and then the church has gone above and beyond to build relationships.” 

The Rev John Bartik, who is Anglicare’s ESL training and resource co-ordinator as well as the rector 
of Bankstown, agrees that closing the class can be a wise move for the moment.

“We should always be asking if our classes are functioning effectively to bring people from the 
community into church,” he says. “Ministry is man hours. If we are squandering our man hours then 
we are being ineffective for the gospel.” 

Bartik believes ESL is a powerful way to build connections, and wants people to think creatively 
about what could work best in a variety of church contexts. “Let’s think of the different ways we 
can do ESL, officially and unofficially. You can meet someone at uni and start teaching them English. 
It’s got all of the profound things of ESL instead in concentrated relational form, however there is a 
warning – it can take hours.”

Desiring to see people mature in Christ, the Macgeorges now focus their energy on an Easy 
English Bible Study that grew out of the ESL class at Fairfield, and continue to pray for contacts 
from ESL classes. 

“We had an ESL class reunion after a few months – a lovely chance to catch up with our regulars,” 
Christine Macgeorge says. “And we constantly invited them to church and Bible study. If they really 
wanted to keep seeing us each week they could! No takers, unfortunately.

“As I have prayed, God has shown me that there are no shortcuts and his kingdom will be built as 
his people step out of their own comfortable spheres and take the time to deliberately build con-
nections with others.”

A new way to serve: the Macgeorges’ Easy English Bible study.

WHEN MINISTRY BECOMES ABOUT ME 
Serving others and ministering to others is not only a wonderful thing to do, but brings 
great glory to God when done well. Jesus commands us to be making disciples and 
helping others to mature in their faith. However, we need to keep our hearts in check. It 
is too easy for our motives for ministry to become self-centred rather than fixed on the 
cross. 
If we find ourselves unable to part with a ministry, we need to ask the hard question: 
Am I serving God, or myself?
“Part of [ministry evaluation] is to take a really good look in the mirror and ask, ‘Why 
am I doing this ministry?’ and ‘What am I deriving from this ministry?’” asks the Rev 
Tony Payne. “Has this ministry become a source of value, worth and significance for 
me? Has that become its real rationale in my life, and not how it’s helping others?”
This is something we all fall victim to. Payne observes that people see the world 
revolving around themselves, and that “even the good things we do for God become 
precious to us because of what they mean for us. 
“We find it hard to let them go because of what they mean to us, not because of what 
they mean to God. That’s why people continue to pour time into things for a long long 
time, because it’s so hard to give them up. They’re connected with my sense of value in 
the community. 
“[People say] ‘This is my place and my contribution’ and it makes them feel part of 
things. People recognise them as this. All those things are natural. We can get [so] 
tightly wed to our ministries that we can’t contemplate stopping the thing.”
However, the gospel presents a very different picture of ministry. “The Christian faith 
is all about love,” Payne says. “With the hope of the gospel, we love other people. It’s 
about others and it’s not about us. We must keep that in check.” 

COMMIT TO KIDS’ CHURCH
With three kids in primary school, 
Kellie and Josh Kean know what it’s like 
to be busy. So when Kellie Kean was 
approached to co-ordinate kids’ church 
on a Sunday morning at Merrylands 
Anglican, she knew the decision would 
require careful consideration.

“We feel busy a lot,” says Kean, who 
also juggles part-time work and part-
time study on top of caring for her 
family. 

“On the days I work, I get home as 
the kids go to bed. So we need to reas-
sess often to ensure that our kids aren’t 
being disadvantaged and that we get family time. Our family time might not look the same as other 
families – we might not eat together as one big family all the time – but we prioritise Friday nights 
with the family, for example.”

In order to say “Yes” to co-ordinating kids’ church, Kean knew it would involve saying “No” to her 
other ministry commitments. 

“I had to look at what I could give up in order to really commit,” she says. “I’ve always had a pas-
sion for kids’ ministry, and I get joy seeing kids understand the basics of the Bible and God and who 
he is. I feel it’s really important. These children are going to grow up and become adults and serve, 
so it’s good they have a good understanding of the gospel and are encouraged to grow in their faith.”

Aside from co-ordinating kids’ church, the Keans also welcomed a Bible study group into their 
home for six years. “It was easier to have it at our house because we could put the kids to bed,” 
Kean says. 

“We find it a privilege to meet with others and read the Bible together and challenge each other. 
We’ve really journeyed in our faith together, and it’s so encouraging to see people grow and see 
prayer answered. 

“When I come home from work there’s usually people already here, but it’s such a blessing to 
be around others who are strong in their faith. Growing closer as a group encourages you to keep 
going as you see the group maturing in their faith.” 

In their ministry decisions, both Mr and Mrs Kean are careful to communicate their intentions and 
priorities to their children. 

“Our kids and our jobs are also our ministries, but having them see us involved in church is really 
important because we want to model that to them,” Kellie Kean says. “We hope they will grow up 
and serve in church because that’s what they’ve seen their whole lives.” 

At the end of a busy week, she recognises that it’s not her planning or well-thought out commit-
ments that make it possible for her to give of herself. 

“Ultimately the strength to do these ministries comes from God,” she says. “His Holy Spirit imparts 
in Josh and I a Christ-like love for the kids at church and in the community that we serve, and a 
desire to share his good news with others. 

“Having a few Christian friends who keep me accountable for my ministry choices is also vital. I 
had friends who were concerned I was taking on too much, so having them in my life to ensure that 
my personal relationship with Jesus is still the most important is really valuable. While ministry is 
easier now than when my kids were babies, I want my kids to know that they are still our God-given 
ministry. I keep praying that God will help me to be wise.”  

Keeping Kean at Merrylands: the kids club drama team.
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MOORE IS MORE

AT ITS HEART SIN IS INEXPLICABLE AND IRRATIONAL. THERE IS NO GOOD CAUSE 
or reason for it. Why or even how we should defy the will of our maker in all its un-
alloyed goodness is ultimately a mystery. It is to make a deliberate choice for untruth 
in substitution for what is true, and the foundation of all that is true, no less than the 
living God himself.

Even to entertain the serpent’s temptation way back in the beginning – they “saw that the fruit of 
the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye” – there first had to be consent to a lie, to some 
untruth about God, his will and the goodness of his creation: “Did God really say...?”

Yet to speak like this is to admit that, however absurd sin may be, we can still talk about it and 
describe it. In some measure at least we can explain and comprehend what is ultimately inexplicable 
and incomprehensible. And we need to. A doctor diagnoses a disease and dissects all its sinister path-
ways as a way of helping the patient face up to the grim reality – or better still, as a way of leading 
them to the cure.

Likewise God informs us about sin. He tells us the truth about what is a choice for untruth. He gives 
us labels to diagnose and describe it – theft, murder, adultery, covetousness – as a way of alerting us 
to its reality and the just judgment it deserves.

More wonderfully he tells us the truth so as to lead us to the mercy and forgiveness he has provided 
at the cross, that “balm of life” and “cure of woe” as the old hymn puts it.

If we can correctly recognise and label certain behaviours as sins, is there a more comprehensive 
truth that lies at the heart of all sin that somehow uncovers its dreadful essence – a sin beneath all 
sins? 

In evangelical circles it has become popular to speak of idolatry as the root of human sin. Far more 
devastating than the mere fabrication of a literal image or statue is a kind of project that seeks to 
build one’s own identity around some “thing”, which on its own is lifeless and worthless. For whatever 
genuine value that thing may have – whether sex, family, reputation, money or career – it is a finite, 
created good. Cut loose from the source of all life and goodness, it has no value at all.

Which means that to do exactly that, and turn to this thing as the ultimate source of identity and 
purpose, is a project doomed to fail. And it’s the kind of failure that is bound to unravel in the form of 
every kind of concrete behaviour that we label “sins”: pride, envy, slander, theft, faithlessness, abuse, 
sloth, addiction, and so on.

Yet however accurate a picture this is as an explanation of all that is wrong in our lives, it has not yet 
got to the heart of sin. Couched solely in these terms, idolatry looks less like a culpable offence against 
God and more like an offence against oneself. 

God only really needs to enter the picture as saviour by providing the solution to a problem of our 
own making, so that when we return to him in faith, he once again fills the God-shaped hole only he 
can fill. But what is missing from this picture is any notion of God as the offended maker and judge. 
And therefore as a description of the essence of sin it is deficient in a critical respect.

That said, in the recent book Identity and Idolatry: The Image of God and Its Inversion (IVP, 2015), 
Richard Lints recasts the metaphor of idolatry in a way that helps us see how it captures a univer-
sal, defining feature of human sin. He takes his cue from what it means to be made “in the image of 
God” (Gen 1:26). This is something we instinctively recognise as fundamental to our God-given identity 
as human beings. Yet the concept has been notoriously difficult to nail down. Does it describe some 
capacity or function that is somehow “God-like”, such as our intelligence or dominion over creation? Or 
is it a reference to our social interdependence as men and women, akin to the social, trinitarian nature 
of God himself? Or is it a combination of all these things? 

In recent times, a dimension more fundamental than any of these has recaptured the attention of 
theologians like Lints. It is the notion of glory. And it springs from something that many have noticed 
about the way Genesis pictures God’s creation of the world, and specifically the Garden of Eden. 
There the Garden is described in terms that deliberately evoke a kind of cosmic temple. If the allusion 
is not already apparent in Genesis itself, it becomes all the more striking as the Scriptures proceed.

For instance, there is the refrain of Solomon at the dedication of the earthly temple, or on the lips 
of the prophet Isaiah, that no earthly tabernacle could possibly contain God since heaven is his throne 
and earth is his footstool (1 Kings 8:27; Isa 66:1). There is the seven-day pattern of Genesis 1 that is 
mirrored in the seven-year construction of the temple, the seven-day Feast of Tabernacles, or the 
seven petitions of Solomon’s dedication speech.

Most clearly of all, there are the various literary parallels between the Garden and the earthly tab-
ernacle in Jerusalem, or the prophetic tabernacle depicted in Ezekiel 40-48, or the end-times vision of 
Revelation 21.

If the Jerusalem temple served as the concentrated focus of God’s presence and glory in Israel’s his-
tory, the original Sabbath rest of the Garden was the special place in creation where all God’s cosmic 
glory and presence converged. And just as ancient kings would place a statue of themselves in a tem-
ple as a reminder and representation of their god-like glory, so the living God placed his image in the 
Garden as a visible, creaturely reflection of his glory. Like living statues, Adam and Eve were called to 
illuminate the cosmic Garden temple with divine likeness as they enacted their vocation to “be fruitful 
and multiply”, to “fill and subdue” the earth (Gen 1:28).

This peculiar significance of the image of God comes into sharper focus when we notice how the 
concept disappears in the Old Testament after Genesis 9. Instead, the term “image” becomes far more 
typically associated with idolatry (e.g. Num 33:52; 2 Kings 11:18; 2 Chr 23:17; Amos 5:26; Ezek 7:20). 

When using this and similar terms for idolatrous images, the Scriptures often underline and mock 
the dependence of an image on its craftsman. An image might be intended to represent some deity 
and function as an object of worship. In reality it is merely the fragile projection of a human artist 
fashioned from lifeless materials they might otherwise use for fuel (e.g. Isa 40:18-20; 44:10-20)! But 
it is not just that the image itself is lifeless and worthless. By depending on the idol, the one who 
fashions it as an object of worship ironically begins to resemble it in all its lifelessness (Pss 115:4-8; 
135:15-18).

Lints sees a number of implications in all this. First, the biblical prohibition against “image making” 
(Ex 20:4) is not an outright rejection of “images” per se. While no human fabrication can possibly do 
justice to the living God (Isa 40:18-20), God is perfectly capable of creating his own image – men and 
women – to reflect his likeness and glory. Yet the striking and sudden disappearance of that image so 
early in the biblical narrative beneath a proliferation of idols implies that the story of fallen humanity 
outside the Garden is essentially a story of false worship.

Not only does the identity of the nations coalesce around idols of their making, so too do the very 
people of God repeatedly demonstrate their infidelity to Yahweh as they embrace the identity and 
false worship of their neighbours. Tragically, then, the image of God is itself turned upside down as 
human beings begin to resemble the falsehoods they worship, robbing God of his glory in creation. 
It is no surprise, Lints believes, that Israel’s sin is so frequently depicted in terms reminiscent of the 
lifeless golden calf itself: “stiff-necked” and “hard-hearted”, with eyes that do not see, ears that do not 
hear, and so on.

Of course, Israel’s faithlessness is merely a continuation of the original sin where God’s created 
image, that human reflection of his glory, was first defaced in the Garden. And therefore, to the extent 
that all sin replicates that original infidelity to God, we might conclude that sin is always a species of 
idolatry. But here idolatry is not characterised chiefly as a self-defeating attempt to construct one’s 
own identity, but as the more immediately biblical sense of false worship, along both axes proscribed 
by the first two commandments. 

Inasmuch as sin always entails a reorientation of faith, hope, and love away from the will of the 
true God towards some untruth, it inevitably displaces the object of our worship for another “who” or 
“what” (the first commandment). And in violating the first commandment we violate the second – the 
“how” of worship. Through our infidelity to God, we make ourselves into that graven image of God. 

Perhaps this is why Paul can universalise the problem of idolatry in Romans 1-3. With or without the 
Law, regardless of its motivation or presenting behaviour, sin always entails a violation, a falling short 
of God’s honour and glory (Rom 1:23, 2:23-4; 3:23). And to that extent it is always a damnable failure 
in worship.

When the monstrous sum total of human sin is cast this way our eyes will only find relief when 
they alight upon the unique glory of that eternal Word who dwelt or “tabernacled” among us (John 
1:14). Because he is the very radiance of the glory we have singularly defaced (Heb 1:3), it is only in 
him that our damnable failure in worship will find the prospect of pardon, restoration and, ultimately, 
perfection.  

For the more we contemplate his glory, Paul says, the more we will be “transformed into his image 
with ever-increasing glory” (2 Cor 3:18). 
The Rev Dr Andrew Leslie teaches Christian Doctrine at Moore College.

Because we always fall short of 
God’s glory, it is only in him that 
our failures can be pardoned and 
restored, writes Andrew LesLie.

photo: Anandajoti Bhikkhu

Is all sin idolatry?
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CULTURE

WITH AN EYE TO SPREADING THE BLESSINGS GOD HAS GIVEN, CITYALIGHT – 
the music ministry of St Paul’s, Castle Hill – has created a series of videos about 
its most popular songs.

The idea behind this is twofold, explains CityAlight’s music director Tiarne 
Kleyn.

“We were hearing a lot of stories about how the songs and the ministry of City Alight were affecting 
and helping people and we realised that there’s a power in hearing testimonies and stories about how 
God is using the songs,” she says. 

“We also want to equip people and help them use the songs that we’re resourcing them with – [to 
understand] how they can lead them in their churches as well.”

To that end, the team has created two videos each for four of its songs: “Christ Is Mine Forevermore”, 
“The Love of the Father”, “Jerusalem” and “Only a Holy God”. 

Miss Kleyn says the first video is a “song story” – with those involved talking about the process 
behind writing the song and the impact it has had – while the second shows a simple acoustic 
arrangement of the song.

“The vision of City Alight is to provide songs that have simple melodies and biblically rich lyrics,” she 
says. 

“One of the outcomes of this is that the songs are able to be played in a small church – or even in a 
loungeroom with a piano and one vocalist – as well as in an auditorium with thousands of people. 

“So the vision of these videos is to show how people can strip it all back to one or two guitars and a 
piano for a context where there are fewer people and a smaller amount of resources.”

The videos of simplified song arrangements – with drums, guitar, keyboard and two vocalists at the 
most – began appearing online a couple of months ago, and the feedback has been tremendously 
positive.

The director of CityAlight, Rich Vassallo, says presenting the songs in a different way “gives people 
permission” to change what was originally written.

“For those who don’t have the same musical background or experience, if they hear an album version 
they might go, ‘We’ll never be able to achieve something that sounds that great’, but [through the 
videos] they can see a simple arrangement that complements the song,” he says. 

“The importance is in the lyrics and the melody and we want everyone to be able to sing it... to do 
whatever you want, to achieve whatever you need to so your congregation can sing it.”

Miss Kleyn says it’s wonderful to have people praising the Lord through their music –using them for 
his glory.

Adds Mr Vassallo: “One of the deepest prayers that we pray constantly... is that God would slam the 
door on things he doesn’t want us to do.

“We wouldn’t have dreamed God had in mind that this would go so globally and so quickly. Every 
step of the way, we’ve definitely had doors close and doors open and it’s never been from our efforts. 
We’re just trying to follow as God leads us.” 
To see CityAlight’s song stories and acoustic videos, visit the ministry’s YouTube channel at bit.ly/cityalight

Alight for the Lord

Judy Adamson

The Rev Mike Paget (right) answers question cards alongside Father Tony Doherty on You Can’t Ask That.

WHEN A PRODUCER WORKING FOR THE ABC ASKED ME TO BE ONE OF A GROUP ON YOU 
Can’t Ask That, I’d never seen the show. 

It was pretty clear why I’d been invited. The media needs conflict to create stories that we will 
watch or read. Shows like You Can’t Ask That are often created by private companies and then bought 
by the broadcaster, which means they need enough spice to be sold to a purchasing executive as well 
as to the viewers.

So the “Why me?” was obvious. Even though I am an evangelical and Reformed Anglican, and there-
fore pretty biblically conservative on sexuality, I was not supportive of the decision of Standing 
Committee to donate a large sum to the Coalition for Marriage last year. The ABC producer had seen 
my name and face in the newspaper and listened to a sermon I’d given on the postal vote. I’m guessing 
he thought I would be good for a few fiery sound bites. 

In this, Australians in the media aren’t any different to most of our better-informed neighbours. 
With a few exceptions, they are raised on the same stereotypes of the church. Ministers are either 
megachurch pastors or downtrodden carers for migrants and the aged; either mouthpieces for the 
denomination or outspoken, charismatic mavericks.

I am, of course, neither of these. I’m deeply thankful for my Sydney Anglican heritage, in which I was 
converted, discipled, trained and ordained. It seemed unlikely that anyone more positive about my 
church fellowship, or orthodox on matters of Scripture or gospel, would be invited in my place. The 
opportunity to share the joy of proclaiming Christ in partnership with a healthy congregation of gifted 
and committed saints was too great to pass up. So, despite having once been told that I had a great 
face for radio, I didn’t feel in any position to refuse.

I was filmed alongside a retired Catholic priest, Father Tony Doherty, and not much of what was said 
made it to broadcast. Tony and I were interviewed for over 2½ hours. Only a couple of minutes were 
shown. That’s not malicious or deceitful, it’s just the reality of the media. They have a story they want 
to tell and a limited amount of time in which to do it. I do regret not heeding earlier media coaching 
from when we were rebuilding Barneys, because I should have prepared more sound bites. 

Here’s what I’ve taken away. In a post-Christian era, even after the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Child Abuse, our culture remains fascinated by the church – which they still think of as 
clergy and liturgy more than a gathering of diverse people who hold deep gospel convictions with 
humility and love. As the experience of churchgoing becomes less common, I’m convinced the oppor-
tunity for us to surprise our communities with Jesus is greater than ever. 
The Rev Mike Paget is rector at Broadway. The “Priests” episode of You Can’t Ask That is due to air on August 29 on the ABC. It is also 
available on iView.

Answering the unaskable

Mike Paget

Footy and faith

Judy Adamson

Chasing Comets
Rated PG

AS VALUABLE AS CHRISTIAN FILMS NO DOUBT ARE, IT’S ALWAYS DIFFICULT BALANCING 
elements that are familiar or appealing to unbelievers with the message you want to give. And 

the result,to paraphrase the old saying, is often so heavenly minded that it’s of no earthly use.
Yes, as Christians we want to teach and present our faith in a way that will draw people into the 

kingdom. But if we only do it in our language and style it’s so much harder for non-believers to access 
– or even understand.

This is where a film like Chasing Comets comes in. Written and produced by former national and 
international rugby league player Jason Stevens, and based more or less on his own experience of com-
ing to faith, its feet are squarely in the camp of the everyday Aussie.

Played by Dan Ewing, our hero, Chase Daylight (yes, it’s a daggy name), is a Wagga Wagga boy 
whose promise as a league player is yet to deliver. His team, the Comets, have been wooden spooners 
for years and it’s unclear what will lift him – and them – to a new level.

His best friend Rhys, played by former Australian Idol winner Stan Walker, is a high-octane AFL 
player whose team has won several premierships in a row. Rhys also oozes confidence with women 
(“We’re not wired for monogamy!” he insists) while Chase seems to create one relationship disaster 
after another.

Chase is friendly with his team’s chaplain, aka “The Rev” (George Houvardas), who also runs a local 
parish. And when Chase’s car breaks down one day outside the church, he and Rhys end up in a Bible 
study group (although Rhys only comes inside because The Rev has a pretty daughter).

It’s the beginning of a faith journey for Chase, who immediately finds himself the butt of jokes, not 
only from his team and other friends, but also the local media (comedian Gary Eck does a classic turn 
as a TV sports reporter). The main reason is because Chase, in deciding to choose faith, has also 
decided to say “No” to sex outside marriage – as Jason Stevens himself did, and publicly so. 

Given that the film starts with the aftermath of a one-night stand, we all know this isn’t going to be 
easy for Chase. He has a history of being less than reliable, is miserable after the breakdown of a long-
term relationship, and is spending game after game on the bench to teach him a lesson. Yet as The 
Rev’s daughter Dee says to him one day, “That’s faith: sticking it out when you’d rather bail”.

Stevens’ dialogue is earthy, blokey and jokey, with vernacular so accurate – and occasionally innuen-
do-filled – that it will make some viewers squirm. But it will also speak to those Stevens wants it to 
speak to, and that’s the point.

The script has a few awkward moments, and there a couple of performances I thought were a bit 
wooden (although not from the character that’s accused of it!). But there are also plenty of experi-
enced character actors to keep the story chugging along – the standout being Rhys Muldoon as the 
coach of the AFL team and Justin Melvey as his actor brother – plus a bunch of other recognisable TV 
faces.

Stan Walker almost steals the show every time he’s onscreen, and league fans will also recognise 
former player and Footy Show regular Beau Ryan, using his comedic flair to excellent effect as the 
boofhead captain of the Comets. But what I liked most about Chasing Comets is that it’s an Aussie 
story about an everyday guy trying to figure out life and faith, in language that everyday guys (and 
girls) will understand.

There’s a bit of innuendo, as I said, and some swearing, but we can’t pretend footballers go around 
saying “Golly”. Stevens is trying to recreate real life here – a life he’s very familiar with – and he’s done 
a good job. What is more, you’ll get a number of laughs from the sharply focused jokes he makes 
about himself, football and a whole range of other things. 

Take your non-Christian friends to see it.   

PATRICK KENNEDY HAS BEEN METICULOUS IN HIS HISTORY OF LONG BAY, COVERING NEAR-
ly 200 years from the location’s first mention in the 1819 edition of the Sydney Gazette through to 

2017. 
The particular focus of the book, however, is the jail of the same name. From its design in 1898 to its 

site selection in 1901 and eventual opening in 1909, “Long Bay” would become synonymous with the 
prison.

The author includes a helpful chronological index and a generous number of photos and footnotes to 
help flesh out and vividly explain 110 years of prison life and drama.

Kennedy spent his childhood growing up onsite in one of the many prison houses provided for staff, 
as his father and mother worked as nurses in the prison hospital during the 1950s and ’60s. Years later 
he would work as an ambulance officer, visiting the prison in that capacity.

In 12 chapters he touches on the Long Bay nuns, chaplaincy service, capital punishment, riots, the 
1978 Nagel Royal Commission into conditions for inmates, secure units such as the Special Purpose 
Centre and the once infamous super-max Katingal, escape artists, breakouts, attempted break-ins, 
senseless murders, bank robbers, fraudsters, murderers, the illicit drug culture, the drug therapeutic 
program, bikie gangs, prison farm and prison industry, the mental health and forensic hospital. That’s 
a lot of ground to cover!

Kennedy also tells the story of some of the state’s high-profile inmates, from former Government 
ministers and law enforcers to a range of infamous criminal “identities”. The history is detailed in parts 
but in only 250 pages it cannot be comprehensive. There were and are topics and inmates within the 
walls whose stories will naturally be passed over. 

As I read, I wondered about the overriding purpose in writing this history. I was, at times, frus-
trated by some disjointed material – details inserted without obvious connection. Signs of a larger 
purpose become apparent at page 168 with the author recounting Justice Nagel’s 1978 rebuke of then 
Commissioner Walter McGeechan: his failure of leadership and permissiveness with regard to brutal-
ity towards inmates under his watch, and, in particular, the secret construction at the Bay of Katingal. 

In chapter eight Kennedy presents a quite thorough evaluation of Katingal, its design flaws and con-
sequent effect on staff and inmates. It stood for 31 years from 1972, but was occupied by prisoners for 
only three years before the Nagel recommendations forced its closure.

The author also quotes a former Professor of Sociology at the University of NSW, Solomon 
Encel, when he complains that the level of systemic blame exposed by Nagel should have extended 
to various responsible organs of Government, successive prison ministers, the incumbent minis-
ter, the cabinet, the Treasury and the Public Service Board whose actions (or lack of them) escaped 
accountability.

Overcrowding in the 1980s again incited desperate criminals to go to any lengths to escape, assault 
prison staff or riot. This period gave clear reminders of the pre-Nagel system where the remedy for 
prison violence was to apply tighter controls on inmates. 

The book is an engaging read – but then maybe I have a vested interest in the place. Without doubt 
one of the most extraordinary sections focuses on Russell Cox’s escape from Katingal, after which he 
was on the run for 11 years. When he was finally rearrested and brought to trial, he was inexplicably 
found “not guilty of escape from lawful custody”. How was this possible? Because Katingal was found 
not only to be inhumane but also not a lawful place of custody. It had never been proclaimed a prison 
under the Prisons Act... and it was not until 1980, two years after it closed! Extraordinary.

I appreciated the book, although I found it hard and frustrating at times, but it will give readers a 
history of the way the state has treated, in accordance with community expectations, those whose 
guilt in breaking the law has required them to serve a custodial sentence.  

I would like to think many will read it and develop the expectation that our prisons will be managed 
in such a way as to see many otherwise wasted lives treated humanely and restoratively, and that 
those who realise the seriousness of their offences, do not blame the victim or anyone else but them-
selves, and have worked towards a strategy whereby their offence will not be repeated, should be 
recognised as rehabilitated and returned to family, significant others and community. For some this 
may never happen – but what of the others where it does? 
The Rev Colin Sheehan is an Anglicare chaplain at the Long Bay Correctional Complex.

Bay watch

Colin Sheehan

Long Bay: A Prison 
History 
by Patrick Kennedy  
(Halstead Press)
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