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STEP 1: READING

Read Luke chapter 19, verses 28-48.

STEP 2: REFLECTION

Luke begins and ends his story in Jerusalem. The Jerusalem temple was appointed by God to
symbolise his royal presence. It was like a palace. It was a place of sacrifice and of prayer.
Jesus deliberately approaches the city as a King, fulfilling the prophecy of Zechariah 9:9 in the
Old Testament. It was a claim to be the true King, to have the right to ask for the obedient
loyalty of his people. Many greeted him with enthusiasm. Other were alarmed and begged
him to stop. He is grieving deeply because he knows that the failure of Jerusalem to greet him
would be followed by a day of destruction, as had happened before. He was the King. He would
not act differently. Instead he visited the temple and treated it as his own domain, cleansing it
of commercial accretions. Little wonder that his murder is being planned.

STEP 3: DISCUSSION

1 Why was there only one temple in Israel? What were sacrifices for? What is wrong with calling
churches ‘temples’ and saying that they have altars?



